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“£t hoc int4li£^ r « quis hoiuinum dabit homini? 
quid* obelus angrlo ? quis angelus homini ? 
4 te ^ptatur, in te quaere iur,' ad te pulsetur: 
sic, sidhaicipietui, sic invenietur, sic apdkietur. 

Amen.” * 

St Augustine, Confessions, xlii. c. 38 
(Migne, Pair., tom. 3a). 



Preface 


Th^Bqoh of0 the Twelve aegnines has been 
here translated from the original ^Flemish 
Tejts, collated v and published by the 
Society of Flemish Bibliophiles in 1863. . 
• In the Flemish^ the firstSi|ht Chapters* 
are in rhymed v^rse; but I have ^re* 
ferred #to follow the example fii Sunus, 
and to nTake no attempt to reproduce the 
metre or the rhymes of the original, 
believing that such a course results only 
in increasing the difficulty of obtaining 
an exact and accurate rendering; and. in 
this I aiji, confirmed bv a comparison 
of the existing translations in French, 
which are often little more than para¬ 
phrases of*the author’s meaning. I have, 
however, in those Chapters, kept to the 
original linef% beginning each in turn with 
a capital letter. 

The old Manuscripts were not con¬ 
sistently divided into ‘Chapters, and th< 
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usual numeration is «that of Surius, who 

also added a brief descriptive heading 
to each Chapter. While hil division is 
occasionally at fault, it seems less con¬ 
fusing to the? reader to> addpt *it, sub¬ 
dividing the longer Chapters, where^ieces- 
sary, into two parts’; and this I have 
doae. The descriptive headings ^fe my 
own, although theyrfollow, in the main, 
the intention of the headings added Jby 
Surius. 

The lfngilage chosen'has been always 
\,he simplest possible, i$ order to retain, 
as far a? practicable, the primitive 
flavour of the original; but it sfibuld be 
remembered that Ruysbroeck himself 
often uses long words, though always in 
their simplest signification. 

\ have thought it useful to summarise 
bfiefly the consents of the work, "and this 
Summary will be found immediately after 
thejntroduction. 

It remains only to acknowledge, here 
«and at once, the invaluable assistance 
wh : ch I have obtained from a careful 
study of the French translations made by 
the Abbb Cuylits and by M. Chamonal, 
however often I may haVe the temeritv to 
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disagree with their rendering; and, above 
all, the priceless aid of the great Latin 
translation of Surius, seldom at faulj:, 
and always ^illuminating. The Collection 
of the Society of Flemish Bibliophiles, to 
Which* I have ahfcady alluded^ is thtf 
foundation of all, anc^^vifehout it, I could 
haye fitted nothing. 

I trust, most earne*stly, that this litfie 
book, which I 'believe to be the first 
translation of a£y part qf iRuysbroeck ‘ 
from the original Flemish into English, 
may lead somebna, more capable than I, 
to unddjtake the greater *task ef a more 
extended translation ;* and if it has this 
result, it may well prove, in years to 
come,*that few books can show a greater 
worth. 

J.F 




N OT|ES 

Chapter I., p. 49, Note fair Lord Jesus.” The 

words so translated are” Kerjfiesusedenfinen ^ Her „ 

i* an old title of honour, similar to the modyn Her^ 
or old English ” Messire.” Fmen or fijnen ( rteans 
UterMly “ exquisite,” “ delicate, refined, o 

'“chapter I., p. *, Note <*).-I gi« the original Flemish 
of this stanza 

“ Jhesus minne wil ic (fraghen, 

« Des en willic niemen vraghen 
•' God gheve my die crachtt. 

” Met rechte selenwine mi*ien, 

“ t)ien wi soe.edele kinnen, 

“ Ende soe hoghe «n gheslachte. 

An exactly literal renderingwoul# be r# follows 

“ Jesus’ Love will I bear, 

“ Therein will I no man’s aid: 

“ GbdIJiveth me my strength. 

“ Rightly must (or " shill ) we love 
“ Aim whom we so noble knovn 
“ And so high of liheagq,” 

M. Chamonal, however, represents thl %irst Begurne 
as saying 

* Mon coeur est tout de flamme 
« pour le nom adore de Jdsus, mon Sauveur; 

“ tomme sa vertue reconforte mon dme, 

« Jamais amour hufhain ne sera mon^amqueur. 

“ j£sus seul est parfait! J&us seul est aimable. 

“ Et sa <!ivi|it6 nous Id rend adorable! 

an d it mav be that he had some other manuscript Ijefore 
&VZS I do not know. Snrius, howmr, do« not 
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himself do more than paraphrase the passage: and, for 
« hr. Chamonal, the attempt to render it in verse must have 
added to Qie difficulty. 

Chapter I., p. 50, Note (3).—Literally 1 :— 

“ My heart is many-folded: * 

“ I confess often, I holc^(“ give ”) myself to blame.” 

Chapter I., p. 50, Note (4).—“ fickle lover.” The word 
is “ truwant.” 

The Abbe Cuylits translates 4 ' vilain,” but has a note |p 
the effect that only* the exigencies of rhyme have pre¬ 
vented him from using the word “ truand.” 

The rendering of Surius, “ instar hospitis instabilis 
aufugit,” is faulty, as the Edito?s of the Flemish text have 
pointed out. The true Latin equivalent for “ truwant ” 
is “ vagabundus ’*or “ deceptor.” 

Chanter I., p. 50*“Note (5).—“making me no fair 
rttSmT -‘■'’.kerally “ This is unfair (or “ une^Lial*’) 
commerce.” * • 

Chapter*., p. 54, Note (&).—The original is, “ Ic plfeghe 
sijns soe gherne.” The word.” pleghen " means “to 
follow,to cultivate.” it is allied to our English word 
“ dUlt.” • ’ 

Chapter II., p.«56, vlote (^).—A more exact rendering 
would be “ stumbling-blocks ” ; the literal meaning is 
“ unspeeding,” used in an active sense. Surius has trans¬ 
lated, “ Quod est infelix hominum and I have* 

followed his intentior* « 

Chapter III., p. 59, Note (6).—Literally “ Thy highness.” 
Chapl.v IV., p. 60, N&te (9). 1r -Literally, (I will be) 
“ thy cook and thy hOsV” e 

Chapter iW, p. 60, Note (10).—The exactly literal trans¬ 
lation, viz., “ My Flesh is well roasted,” etc., adds little 
or no force to the idea : and as it may, otherwise, objec¬ 
tionable to modern ears, I have used 3 paraphrase. 

Cnapter V., p. 63, Note (11).—Literally “ digest.” 
Chapter V., p. 64, Note (12).—The editors of the Flemish 
' text continue the quotation-marks to the ’end of the 
Chapter. It is impossible, however, that .the last twelve 
lines or so can be addressed by the* soul to God, Wind 
I have made the necessary breaft at the most probable 
place# 
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Chapter V., p. 64, Note (13).—“ With Mode,” “ Mode, , 
less.” These words are the literal translation of the two ' 
words “ Wise," “ pnwise ” : which are continually used 
by Ruystroeck. It is impossible to explain all that they 
convey ; but the student of mystical theology will have no 
difficulty in placing them among their appropriate corre¬ 
spondences. 

Chapter VI., p. 65, Note (14^—Literally. “These men 
have every hindrance.” % 

•Chapter VI., p. 66, Note (1,5).—“ in»sinen grenden ” :— 

“ onto his own base ” or “ ground?’ 

Chapter VII., p. 67, Note (16).—Jn this Chapter the 
rhythm of the original beqjmes irregular, as if, as I have 
said already, the enthusiasm of the writer could no longer 
be restrained within the limits of metre and rhyme. 

Chapter J/III., p. 69, Note (i7).-*-Jt iftay be of interest , 
tojnote that there are at least two English tmnmb> ATI 1,° of 
this Sfoapj^r. One is Miss Stoddjrt’a rendering of the 
extract given in Maeterlinck’s introduction tojhe Adorn¬ 
ment of the Spiritual Marriage, and the other is in the 
recently published Flouierto of g Mystic Garden, <Sa series 
of extracts fr*m Hello, translated by “ C.E,S.” in 19P2. 
Hello has here kept much m*>re clctely .than usual %o his 
original. 

Chapter VIII., p. 69, Note (18).—Literally “ unbuilt- 
round,” “ unwalled.” 

* Chanter IX.,••p.^i, Note ^ 9 ).—“,ghemerc.” Surius, 

“ persplcua consideratio.” 

Chapter IX^ p. 75, Note (20).—“ Ic hebbfe u pkeleeft.” 
J So Suriuo and Chamohal. Cuylitib translates “ Je t’ai 
vivifi£e.” 

Chapter X., p. 79, Note (21).—“ gherinens." Literally 
“ touching,” “ moving.” The meaning is that the 
“ Lights and *the sudden “ Call ” of God within the 
heart come together^ as, long ago, upon the Damascus 
road, they cttne to Saul of Tarsus. f 

Chapter p. 80, Note»(22).—Or “ how Jong he may 
continue ” (Te. to live). Cf. Cuylits. 

Chapter X., p. 3 p, Note (23).—So Surius, substituting 
“ Jubilum ” for " Jubilus,” which does not exist in Latin. 

Chapter X., p. 80, Note (24).—“ holheit,” i.e. “ curva¬ 
ture.” The Codices F and G have a variant reading 
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tiyolheit,” i.e. “fulness,” and seem to mean that the 
mirror would be so full of heat absorbed from the sun, 
and retailed within it, that it would itself become an 
active agent in the burning-up of the “ inflammable 
matter.” It is, however, quite possible to read this 
parable into the text as l|ere translated, and Ruysbroeck 
himself is more likely to have written “ holheit.” 

Chapter XI., p. 82, Note (25).—M. Maeterlinck gives 
this chapter, as exemplifying the Book of the Twelve 
Bignjnes, in his Introduction to the Adornment of the 
Spiritual Marriage, and it has been translated by Miss 
Stoddart in Ruysbroeck and the Mystics, to which ftiave 
already referred. 

Chapter XI., p. 83, Note (26).—“ eenvoudighe.” Cf. 
St Matthew vi. 22. 


Chapter XI., pf. Note (27).—Literally “ from all 
cokrtTf-r^om all considerations, and all distinctions.” , 
Chapter XII., p % 88^ Note (28).—" miltheit.” Tfcere is 
considerate doubt as to tbp exact meaning of tnis word as 
Ruysbroeck uses it. The Abbe Cuylits translates “ man- 
suetude*’ and M. Chamon^l “dlnour.” I have preferred 
to» follow Sirius, who renders it by “ pietjs ” ; but have 


adopted what 1^ map perhaps call the “ eccl&iastical 
meaning ” of that word, in the sense in which the root 
is used in the expression “ Pia Mater.” 

Chapter XII., p. 90, Note (29).—Surius, as the Editors 
of the Flemish text have already pointed *>ut, must have 
had some other origmal before him, since his translation 
cannot £e reconciled with* their collation, jnless, indeed, 
he is merely paraphrasing.* 

Chapter X|f „ p. 90, Rote (30).—This Chapter, which is 
at first sight so bewildering, will well repay a careful study 
and analysis. 

The key to its meaning, as has been pointed Oit in the 
“ Summary," seems to consist of tHfe distinction between 
(1) Contemplation in intellectual images, and (2) the next 
stage of Contemplation, in whkh the Understanding can¬ 
not realise that which it sees, nor ever come thereat. 

These two states are contrasted throughout the Chapter, 
one after the other; and examination is sometftnes 
nece^ary before the reader can appreciate which is being 
referred to at any given point in the text. 
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Chapter XIII., p. 94, Note (31).—Cuylits has a note*to» 
this chapter, in which he says : “ En r6sum6, la theorie du ' 
“ mystique flarmand peut se mettre sous ces quatre tetes 
“ de cnapitre:—(a) Premiers appels; (b) Dieu vu dans les 
“ creatures; (c) les creatures nerques en Dieu; fd) l’union 
“ divine.” 

Chapter XIV., p. 98, Note (32).—It is interesting to 
compare with the text a passage taken from Boehme’s 
TJireefold Life of Man, ch.*ri. 88 :—“ I give you an earthly 
“ similitude of this. Behold a bright flanfing pi*ce of 
“#ron, which of itself is dark and black, and the fire 
“ so penetrateth and shineth thrmigh the iron, that it 
“ giveth light. • Now, thi iron doth not cease to be ; it is 
" iron still; and the source (or property) of the fire re- 
“ taineth its own propriety ; it dottnot take the iron 
“ into it, but it penetrateth (andsshineth) t hrough the, 

“ iron; and it is iron then as well as before#B#Wntself; 

“ fhd ns also is the source of property of the fire. In 
“•such a manner is the sou# set in tl|p Deitjp” Cf. also 
St BernardJ* 11 De diligendo Deo,” cap. 10. 

Chapter XIV., p. 100, Note (33).—By his turn < 3 ! phrase, 
Ruysbsupeck litre shows how that which is»the Beinjf or 
God, is our Super-being; jiAt as Hi tfc* next sentftice it 
is said that that which is natural to God, to us is super- 
latural. This distinction should be borne in mind, as it 
is continually as^jjpied in chap. xvi. 

Chapter XIV., p. 100, Note (34).—literally “ But, where 
“ we know not, There are vte One idle Bliss ,with God 
“ above ou# created essence , there are vJb alkwn-spirit, 

“ withJut spirit, ana outside f\*t spirit in our suger- 
“ natural bliss witli God above our created Essence, in one 
“ fathomless abyss which is the Nature of God, that shall 
“ newr more be disturbed by God or afiy creature.” 
Chapter XIV., p % 102, Note (35).—“ aisoe seint ons 
Jhesus Christus sijn Sone, en gheeft ons sinen Gheest,’*etc. 

£urius, whom Chamonal follows, translates: . . . “ ita 
qtiam nobisamittit Filium*suum Christum Jesum, et dat 
nobis Spiritum ”... etc. 

G»ylits, howeve% striving to give due value to the nom¬ 
inative used by Ruysbrohck, says: “ de meme J 6sus-Christ 
nous envoie son Fils, et nous donne son Esprit.” 

As will be seen, J have differed from all these renderings, 
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(although I have still some doubt as to whether that of 
Cuylits is not the correct one. 

Chapter *XIV., p. 103, Note (36).—'“£e Chapitre XIV. 
est simplement vertigineux,” say$ Cuylits in thenote of 
appreciation which he has appended to it. It is, however, 
none the less most explidtt and detailed in the differ¬ 
entiations of the Four Modes of Loving given therein, 
and will bear close comparison with other well-known 
diagrams of the Mystic Life. 

Chapter XV., p. 106, Note (57).—“ hoechste kennisse.*’ 
The French translators render “ kennisse ” by “fon- 
naissance.” Surius "translates “ cognitio.” 

I feel that the literal Engjish rendering, “ highest 
acquaintance,” does not convey the intimacy, the famili¬ 
arity, and, indeed, the idea of understanding-Oneness 
that underlie the FlencfSh ; and the English word “ com- 
munWTl^iO;’.i#its use as a synonym of “ communing? 1 ’ 
seems to express m*st *learly the intended meaning.* 

Chapter ^CVI., g. xo8, Nfote (38).—“ einde.” Stylus 
does not- like the expression “ ending ” Its applied to 
“ Eternsa Eife,” and translates-by “ fons," i.e. “ source ” ; 
in which he is followed by both the French version^. The 
phrasfc; sis I hav^reniered ft, seems to me quite under¬ 
standable, and I do not feel justified in departing from my 
usual equivalent. 

“ Einde,” however, means either en.^f a thing, and it 
follows that both trasglations are permissible. 

Chapter XVI., p. no, No$e (39).—Literally “greedy.” 

Chapter XVI., p. in, Note (40).—Cuylls cites Suso 
(Liure de la Divine Sanesse, Chapitre XXXM., trad. 
Carlier) “parlfetqu’on le comprend d’tlne maniere incom¬ 
prehensible ” ; and a comparison with the Mystic Theo¬ 
logy of DionysiiTs will occur to many. . 

Chapter XVI., p. 113, Note (41).—“ and make Him 
wholly ours." Literally “ and swallow and digest Him.” 

Chapter XVI* p. 113, Note (42). — Literacy “and^so 
j must we strive in un-abidingne£s, and ” . . .«etc. 

Chapter XVI., p. 116, Note (43).—“ onsen overwesen. 
These words do not occur in Codex ^ ahd in Cod'* G 
they have been interpolated by aitother hand. 
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Introduction 

THE student of mystical* literature has, 
to-day^io greater or more* pressing nded 
than an accurate and 1 careful translatidn 
of khe works of Jan van Ruysbroeck, 
himself one of £h£ most agreeing figures 
of mediaeval Mysticism. f 
And, at the 'threshold, w£ must nepds 
ask oud^elves what it is that wa mean by 
this worS “ Mysticism ” ; for, upon the 
answer which we make to that question 
will depend the whole meaning of this 
book—and indeed of all other books— 
for us. 

“ Mysticism,« then, a§ we speak of It 
to-day, is no phantasy of mystery and 
legend, no foolish tale of useless occlilt 
adeptship, no farrago of ancient and dis¬ 
credited heresies. St imports a deep and 
earnest striving of the soul, to live, first, 
the life enjoined by *all the authorised 
teachers, and then,—apd not till then— 
to pass, if she be called, beyond, int6 the 
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s^^ffavjsas 

the secret places of the soul It is i*’ 

of a-*Hh* living 
tiou in^- u ot con «nual realise* 
■ m ’ vh h e , ver y deed and word 

made ho* by 'tl^^hafrXt^ 

longing iatien up Into K ofc^ 
sciousness with God. f COn " 

left their recolfwith ul^^f 0 

SS2L ‘ta d *■*“ “strange 
unutterable things. read 

nuSf ofVToad^th?^ land - 
stand that*" the* ta *“* 

“ Sntre ’ end .r.f e ma "y paths to the 
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Each in his turn has taken up his statf,„ 
and struck out across the desert, if haply 
■he might come one day to see the, gilded 
spires and temples of his (early, vision. 
'Each in his turn 1 has felt the “..Song of 
“•Joy ”»swelling infris inmost heart, the 
Song “ that no man kjioweth, saVe him 
“ tljat j^th conceived it.” 

tyiysbroeck, in other wprds, tells us of 
all that this Song meant him. He 
firfds within himself a constant craving, 
a continual toward longing. He de¬ 
scribes i^ow the attitude 0 1 the true lover 
of God “ an intellectual gating and 
“ a loving inclination ” 2 towards Him, 
mind and will aspiring to intimate com¬ 
munion with the God of All.’ “ Behold, 
he cries, “we are* one lifgrin God,” 2 
and, through loye and virtue, we shaft- 
come to our Eternal Life and Rest in 
Hinv 

He calls to those who hear him in a 
voice that thrills wifih earnestness, bid¬ 
ding them to fallow where he leads:— 

u > 

1 XII. Biguinea, chap. x. pt. 2. 

* Ibid., chap. <ukv. pit 1. » 

» Ibid., chap. xri. pt. 1. 
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. ^taST? WiU,ta ' “*W"* <to»H .f .very vrU„ 

1 muo r/l 


' G teir « Mifted and open to** 

,„ '"utefplS 1 " 8 “ ■‘"■’““W ^‘"Hl&es., 

“ *° sh alt thou bring with th&> i 
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waters of _H.s Grace, and streams that 

1 XII. Biguinea, chap. vii. 
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“ scatter in otir spirits His innumerable 
“ Gifts.” 1 

• “ This man,” you exclaim, “ is an 
“ Enthusiast.”—It is true. 4 Enthusiasm 
Is^the great waftchword of th§ Mystic 
Life, and stands fo p almost all that »is* 
meant by “ Mysticism,'’ just as if stands 
for »all,|hat 'is best in the» religious lffe 
of every day. It is dne of the rulers o! 
the* modern Church wh§ tells us that 
“ Mysticism is the raw material of all 
“ religion,” and lliat “it ij easier* to dis-, 
“ cipline the enthusiast fhap to breathe 
“ enthusiasm into the disciplinarian.’* 2 

Only tlie enthusiast*will hear^he voice 
of Jan van Ruysbroeck, and only enthusi¬ 
asm will carry the traveller who is follow¬ 
ing in his steps across the wilderness 
of his occasional lapses injp mediaeval 
mannerisms* Xo the true enthusia&t fo* 
Life there is no weariness, no hesitation, 
<10 Return. For ever and for ever he gdes 
forward on* the path that he has chosen, 
to join the ranks o£ those to whom he 
now and everrqpre belongs. 

1 XII. Biguinea, chap. xiii. 

4 Rev. W. R. Inge, Dea» of St Paul’s, in Light, Life, 
and Love, Intro.,£p. xiii. 
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Of such was Ruysbroeck, and of such’ 
are those to whom alone his message 
.will sopnd in understanding ears. 

To tl^e difficulty of* translating his 
.writings, witness hfcs been borne con¬ 
tinually by manV of those who have 
erftered info that labour, ami M. Maeter¬ 
linck, mi the incomparable Introduction 
to his translation into French of ofche 

< Comment qf the Spiritual Marriage, has 

< given some oi^the reas^s therefor. 1 e 

T h is “ hujpbfe Flemish priest,” as M. 
Maeterlinck calls him, a had, in truth, at 
his service, one of t^e most primitive of 
modern tongues, adapted only to the 
simplest expression of the thoughts of 

hfe \ He writes > in this medium, 
o things thq.t,pass beyond all expression, 
®f abstract ide^s just caughtcypon the 
uttermost limits of that territory in which 
alone the human intellect can live, and he 
employs, at times, the boldest and most 
amazing imagery, the subtlest analogies, 
and the utmost refinements of abstraci 


* Ibid., p. 13. 6 
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thought, in seeking to tell of the ineffable^ 
in the terms of human speech. 

• He «is like* a child who has seen a» 

vision of the Infinite. He .understands, 
although* he knbws not how ; „ but he 
cannot* formulate his knowledge even 
in his thought; and’, j.t the attempt to 
conyey.|iis rtieaning into words, all but 
the least fragments of, the Vision fade 
and* pass away. *It is those least frag¬ 
ments alone that we can sae, shining 
thfough the short*phrases # nnd the^simple 
stumbling sentences. In roygh and un¬ 
couth analogy, in"tortured rhythm, and 
in weird Sights of strange imagination, 
we grasp and reconstruct, little by little, 
piece bjr piece, and, as it were, rebuilding 
it out of the material of our-own original 
thought, the tumbled fragments of hjs 
scattered edifice.* , 

“ The Unutterable remains for ever 

• mattered,” but we have with us some 
memory of’ a moment spent upon the 
edge of all the -world* gazing out across 
thk mists of far £terrtity. 

Small wonder that in such an atmo¬ 
sphere the translatpr stands amazed. 
He has no words to fit his own half 

2 
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•understanding of his origihal; and, too 

often, perhaps, he forgets Jhat he is only 
•a translator,* and tries to add a word here 
or a word there, in the hope of making 
intelligible to others what The has boeft 
uhable # to understand himself. 

# Or again,: 4 ie^ is horrified at some 
jugged metaphor of medi*val # fla\(pur, 
and strives to pajhate what he conceives 
to be an offence against good manaers. 
He finds dii| author speaking, in all 
sincerity, of«{he piofiar soul “ feeding 
“ t upon God 4 '; or “ gajp^ng for His sacred 
“ Flesh ”; and he is appalled.^ c iHe cuts 
and alters and emasculates, and finally 
produces something wholly inoffensive, 
and wholly useless, and totally* unlike 
the original* Shall we not remember 
the well-wfleef words*of our own orthodox 
‘Church prayers, or the many striking 
phrases* scattered throughout our own 
English Testament ? Ruysbroeck is 
never less reverent; seldom*, I think, so 
daring. And, we*e he* otherwise, his 
sincerity is so patent, and his essentia. 1 , 
respect for all tha% is holy is so deep and 
loving, that he woifjd be a harsh critic 
who found Offence therein. 



THE TWELVE, BfiGUINJPS, , 19 

- ' 1 * 

And, after all, it is the duty of a trans- ■> 
lator just to translate ; altering nothing, 
if he oan avoid it; omittiAg nothing ;» 
and, if hf does not wholly understand 
the* hidden meaning of the plain words 
upon Ms written page, leaving, thefh 
undisturbed, and the understanding pf 
them to jviser men. 

In the midst of the great awakening of 
recdtat years, this'Flemish, saint has, for 
us and for our generation, emerged from 
the* obscurity of’centuries, and w8 have 
been able to realtor ourselyes, even in 
our owi^jtongue, some few selections 
from his writings. , It is in .’no dis¬ 
respect of those admirable translations 
that one can but feel once more the diffi¬ 
culties of which I have just spoken, as* 
well as the great limitation t>f selected 
passages for the purpose of enabling the" 
student to follow t£e connected thought 
of the author, no less than one realises 
the disadvantage of what M. Maeterlinck 
calls a “ double translation.” 

*•$0 far as I ara acquainted therewith, 
all the English, versiorfs of Ruysbroeck 
that have yet appeared are limited to 
selections from the original, and are, 
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•moreover, translations, not of the Flem¬ 
ish, but of some rendering thereof in 
•French or ‘Latin. Miss Stoddart has 
translated the Introduction and some 
few extracts from M. ifaaeterlinak's 
i^encfy rendering cif the Adornment of the 
Spiritual Marrmge , 1 while Dean Inge's 
abridged version of that work, t givon in 
light, tife t and LQue, 2 is from the French 
version and fcom the ‘Latin translation 
by Surius.* 

With these, two exceptions, all the 
English selections hay§ been translated 
from the French of Ernest Hejfto, who, 
as M. W/aeterlinck .points out', 3 does not 
claim to have done more than loosely 
paraphrase the Latin text of' Surius, 
nimself the -translator, nearly two cen¬ 
turies aftd»*tRuysbrt>eck’s death; of the 
then existing manuscripts. • 
f In so many retranslations and re¬ 
renderings, the opportunities of missing 
the exact shade of thought or the subtle 
turn of phrase, which were long ago in 

1 Ruy 8 broeok and the Mystics, t>yM. Maeterlinck (trayk 
Stoddart). Hodder & Stoughton, v)» 8 . 

1 Light, Life, and Loue, b7 the Rev. W. R. Inge. 
Methuen, 1904. * 

3 Cf. Ruysbroech and the Mystics, pp. 117 et seq. 
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the mind of him who wrote, or of toning, 
down some top bold analogy or some too 
ttvid imagery, are almost didlesa; and. 
it4ias segmed to me that even the most 
elementary attempt at an exact rendering 
of the‘original tex^ while it mustE of 
necessity, lack much*' of the litdrarjr 
meat of*a freer translation* may welfebd 
of more general utility in reprodurimg 
theVrue meaning of the ajithor. fQ j 
I have translated, then 4 as a whoje^ 
and, so far as possible, without oftassnn^ 
of any kind. Ojjg may be fgrgiventtsome- 
passing^ipipatience when, in the midst 
of an amazing flood *of eloquence) the 
writer ^pauses to digress upon thefcfate, 
let us* say, which in mediaeval * times 
was reserved for the unbeliever and the 
Jew. But I cannot thiafc* that this 
impatience is a*i excusg for depriving 
■others of the privilege of forming their 
ftwn judgment; and, indeed, in tfie 
Booh of the* Twelue B 6 guines these digres¬ 
sions are so rare, and so short when 
*£hey do occur, tfiat their omission would 
have resulted in no gdin either of clear¬ 
ness or of brevity.* % Moreover, in all his 
works, what Ruysbroe*ck "has written 
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,he has written as a whole; and there 
never was, perhaps, a writer who passed* 
.more rsubtty from point to point of 
exposition, or whose digressions it was 
more dangerous to omit. He troubjtes 
us little, after all, with the usual mediaeval 
condemnation' of ^lie wicked man : and, 
if* these digressions, almost essential as 
'they were in those days for the orthodox 
son of Holy Church, be*faults indeedf we 
may surely forgive them for the sake of 
the grlat lova and the Wilder charity that 
are so conspicuous in §11 his teachings. 

Jan Vefcn Ruysbro^ck was born in 1293 
a.d. in the village of Ruysbroeck, or 
Ruusbroec, near Brussels, to which he 
owes his name. The circumstances of his 
outer life delay*us but one moment, 
and have often, been setamt'before. His 
mother,* a good and pious woman, was 
yet too fond of her son to wish him t6 
leave her for the stern life of a mediaeval 
priest; and at the age of eleven, he ran 
away from home 1 to his Uncle Johft 
Hinckaert, who Was a Ganon of the 
first degree at thf ‘Church of Saint 
Michael and Saint Gudule in Brussels. 
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'With him he* studied hard *in all kinds 
for four years, and then abandoned these 
labours as beside the poirrt of Jus one 
enthusiasm, and devoted, himself ex- 
’chtsively to’thedlogy. 

•' Those who saw hjs wonderful progress 
in this respect though^him. inspifed from 
Heavej^ and in his Uncle JHin^ckaert and 
the latter’s colleague*Ijjranc van Couderf- 
bAg, a minor canon, he found ready and 
invaluable assistance. 

'More and mole as the jyears went on 
he devoted himself to the life of con- 
templ«$Jion, till,*at the age of twenty-fdur, 
when he* was ordainbd priest,»his uncle 
made him Chaplain of the Church of 
Saint'Gudule. 

In 1343, at Coudenberg’s suggestion, 
the three friends left Brussels for Groen- 
nendael4n the Forest of # Soignes, hoping 
for-greater peace *and seclusion, and took 
up. their abode in the old hermitage? of 
Jean de Buscho, vacated for that purpose 
by the recluse Lambert, who was then 
m occupation In* 1344 they built*a 
chapel which was duly consecrated by 
the Bishop 0 1 ’Trebizonde, and many 
clergy and laymen came *to join them. 
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In 1349, upon a remofistrance from 
the Abbot of Saint Victor, ^they took the 
habit qf regular Canons of Saint Augus¬ 
tine ; and jvhile Coudenberg^ became 
Provost,^Ruysbroeck hirhself*became tfte 
«Psior of the new settlement. 

Fronf this, ,tirr^p' forward his fame 
spread fa£ and wide. Sometirpgs, »we 
dre told, his word§ Howed forth like wine 
from a broken vessel, and it is on record 
that he often spoke of God and of Eternal 
happiness untU the davfln was breaking, 
and that the # brethren jvho joined him 
aft&r compline/ would find hijyi still 
beside them at the bell for matins. 

He always spoke without preparation, 
and always eloquently ; and if lie did 
not feel himself inspired to speak, he 
would humbJyobeg to' be excused. Ever 
ready ' to help his brethren even in the 
midst of the weakness caused by his 
ascetic life and his increasing years, .he 
would undertake the hardest and the 
meanest labour, always being the first 
in : all monastic exercises, and continuing 
his contemplation in the midst of every 
labour. 

A1P that he did' he consecrated to the 
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^service of God ; and he would say con-* 
tinually that .it was as easy to lift the 
Soul to»God as to lift the hand to the head; 
while of Jiis t writings he said that he had 
filver written one least word*without 
the inspiration of tie Holy Spirit. His’ 
saintliness was noised Abroad throughout 
all Flankers, Holland, and* France ; and 
among the crowds who came from far 
an< 5 » near for his counsel and advice were 
the Dominican Tauler and Getard Groote, , 
the founder of tne “ Brotherhood of the • 
“ Common Life,”. , j 

In 1*91, he fell ill, and xlied at the age 
of eighty-eight, without pain, &nd fully 
conscious to the end ; while those who 
stood around him saw his face aglow and 
burning with an inward light . 1 

So he lived and So he di'Xl, fulfilling 
in his own life fchat perfect and humble 
"futiewing of Christ that he so eagerly 
ftrges in the priceless heritage of labour 
and of love that he has left behind 
him. 0 

’Of that heritage it would be hard to 
speak too highly. It is almost unknown 

1 See Biographie Belgiqiu. 4 ar \ full account, of 'yhich 
the above is, in the main, a summary. 
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.to English readers ; and what they lose 
thereby it is impossible to estimate. 

I have chosen to translate the Book,of 
the 7 we Ims Biguinea because, so tar as*#6 
"can tell, it was onetof the last treatises 
he ever wrote, and because it seems 
to* contain, in a remarkable degsee,«the 
summary and the crown of his life’s 
teaching. Surjus includes it in a Col¬ 
lection of treatises which he entitles “ De 
“ vera T Contenaplatione,‘opus prseclarum, 
“ variis divyiis institqjionibus, eo quo 
“ Spiritus Sanctus suggessit or$ne de- 
“ scripts exuberans*” and these treatises, 
under the comprehensive title of “ Oaf Boeo 
“ van den twaelf beghinen ” have, together 
with all the other known works of Ruys- 
bi;oeck, beefi collected and edited from the 
briginal manuscripts by the Society of 
Flemish 'Bibliophiles. 

The Society, for this particular £oi* 
lection, drew mainly from tfiree manu¬ 
scripts, known, respectively, as Codex D, 
Codex F, and Codex G ; and it is perhaps 
needless to say mftre on this head, save 
that, for various reasons, I have, when 
in doubt, giten the preference to Codex 
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G, which was copied in 1480 by “ Sister 
“ Martin van Woolputte, procuratress at 
ut Bergen in the enclosed cloister of Saint 
“•Margaret in the Valley of Josaphat.” 1 
'Raysbroeck himself never gave any title to 
his wcfrks, and the rfame of “ The Twelve’ 
“ Beguines ” is, in consequence, the addi¬ 
tion ofsSpme copyist or critio at a later date. 

The collection itself consists, as I have 
ssJkl, of several treatises, and much 
difference of opinion has arisen as to the, 
particular division which is to be adopted. 

The editors of the Society of Flemish 
Bibliophiles treat it as whole and com¬ 
plete, and consider that the sen-ie is unin¬ 
terrupted from the beginning to the end. 

M. 'Maeterlinck, on the other hand, 
thinks that the Booh of the Twelue Beguines 
ends with Chapter Thirty or-Thirty-one 2 
in Suriue* numeration, after which the 
gfcdttor goes on to' treat mystically of the 
science of astronomy. 

I have, however, adopted neither of 

these views. ‘ The > Codex G, to which 

* ,, > 

1 Maetschappij dts'r Vlaemache Bibliophilen : Werken 
v. J. v. Ruusbroec : III de Deel, Bl. xii. 

2 M. Maeterlinck himself says chap, xxxi., but the 
passage he cites is taken fs. m chap. xxx. Cf. Ruysproech 
and the Mystics, p. 35. 
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I have already referred, has a note at the 
end of the Sixteenth Chapter to this effect, 
—Hece theTwelve Beguines go ont M ; 1 
and Chapter*Seventeen is headed with 
the words, “ Here beginneth an Instrttd- 
tion.” These twotedditions by ei later 
hand, for such* they‘undoubtedly are, do 
no*t occur in the ottyer manuscripts ; »but 
f think there can be little doubt that they 
are justified. The last few Chapters'of 
,tHe Booh of {he Twelve Btguines have 
* risen fA>m height to height of abstract 
thought and, overwhelming richness of 
expression, until in Chapter SiytgRn the 
six Points'.of highest communion between 
God and man are described and t dwelt 
upon with every circumstance of power¬ 
ful analysis and imagery. The Chapter 
concludes wfth these Words :— 

May the Father, $ht* Sonfand the 
“ Holy Ghost, One True God in TuW 
“ Persons, Who is our Reward and Crown, 
“ so grant to all of us. Amen,” while the 
next Chapter begins twith hn elementary 
distinction between good and wicked, 
men; and, were it indeed^part of that 

4 

1 Itfnay be remarked fhat if!e Flemish for “ go out ” is 
the same as for “ finish ” or “ end.” 
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which had gbne before, would provide 
one of the most lamentable examples of 
•an urjpalled-fbr anticlimax in thg whole 
of literary history. 

<■- <The lehrrted Abbe Cuylits, who has had 
accesst to the original manuscript ,of 
which I have spoken, qloses his own 
adgiir^ble French translation, as I have 
closed mine, at the end ot the Sixteenth 
Ckapter; and Professor Vreese, in the 
Biographie Belgique, while he sjpys nothing 
of the interpolations, yet draws attention 
to the entire change of thought and sub¬ 
ject-matter which occurs jat the beginning 
of Chapter Seventeen. 

The word “ Beguine ” stands for a 
woman leading the religious life in com¬ 
munity ; and I think we cannot certainly 
say more than that. Father Poulain, 
whose gueat work, Des Graces d'Craixog, 
-h— not long been translated into English, 
is my authority for the statement that 
the word itself may possibly be traced 
i:o Lambert of. Begue, a priest of Liege, 
Who founded Beguinages at the end of 
the twelfth century. 1 Surius calls them 
“ cordatae virgines,” which can hardly 

1 Tpe Graces of Interior Prayefi chap*, xxvii. 5 n., {?. 488. 
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bfi strictly accurate, since f we know at 

feast that Ruysbroeck’s own mother died 
in a Beguinage at Brussels, to .which 
she had come t in order to be near her son. 

Dean f Inge, moreover, has* show.i 
ft&X many reasons, f among whieh the 
loss of Kfe in the ^Crusades was not the 
least, combine^, in mediaeval timqg, ** to 
t( > swell the numb§f of indigent *females 
“who, having no male, protector, were 
“ forced to beg their bread.” “The better 
, “ class <of the^e female Mendicants, ” he 
says, “ soon ffirmed themselves into 
“ lincloistered charitable Orders, who were 
“ not forbidden to rrlarry, and wlfo devoted 
‘ ‘ themselves chiefly to the care of the sick. ’ ’ 
He speaks of their religion as “ intensely 
“ inward,” and “ based on the longing of 
“ the soul for immediate access to God.” 1 


I pass, from these matters of-* 
mdment to the immediate subject that 
lies before us. 

It has been said of the mediaeval 
} mystics, and most frequently by those 
/who do not read their writings, that they 
lesson that is limited to the in- 

* Litjhf, Life, and Love, Intro., p. x. 
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ward life, and! to the inward life alone*; 
that their message has no meaning for 
the wi4er outlook and the deepen sym¬ 
pathies of modern thought; and that, 
whereas Ihdy sotight to rouse and exer¬ 
cise the “ emotions ” only, we need, 
to-day, a using of the “ intellect ” and 
“ wjll ” as well. I think it is Henry 
Suso who says som’ewhere 'that “ ho 
“ V/ho seeks to find the inward in the out- 
“ ward, is in better case than he who only 
“ finds the inward in the ‘inward*'’; and 
indeed there is abundant* testimony that 
the mjjstics, mediaeval or otherwise, 111, 
or nearfy"all, teach, iif the end,»the same 
great lesson ; that it is love and under- 
standiftg of the outward things that lead 
those who are called thereto into the 
unity of the Inward Life. 1 

The value of v Ruysbroeck lies in ttir, 

. r"7-tual recognition oi this fact, no 
less than in his continual implicit tlfat 
“ intellect ’* and “ will ” must play their 
due part in the life, of love and virtue. 
Again and again he distinguishes between 

o 

1 Of. St Teresa : “ To «;ive to our oMjfBpMsoiJ 
“ tality, Mary and Marth^ mmff njjf/ur 

Castle, vii. 4. 
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Our life “ within ourselves 1 ,'’ wherein we 
'labour in the outer world, and that Life 
which, is “without ourselves, wherein 
“ we are On§ with God.” 

They correspond to • the • Outpouring 
,ajid the Indrawingfof the Holy Spirit, 
Who “'sendetji us, forth to live good and 
“ virtuous lives,” and “ draweth us in also 
“ to- inward observances ” ; 1 f6r while 
“ within ourselves ” we abide in perpetfial 
likeness to pod| and must live in goodness 
and virtue, yet we are also One with God 
“ without ourselves ” in Eternal Rest. 

Love is the way—the seeing and the 
loving of God in' all His Works and 
creatures", until “ th'e Light and the Fire 
“ of the Holy Spirit ” shall have Wrought 
His Will upon us, “ the Light showing us 
“ our Oneness, and the Fire burning out all 
“ unlikeness.” 2 

Such [s the message of Ruysbro'' 4 ' 1 *-,- " 
message, not of pious self-delusion or of 
morbid introversion, but of love and an 
abounding sympathy, exercised “in a 
v medium of sweet sanity.” 


l - XII. 0 &t)uine 8 , chap. xv. 

2 Ibid., Sumfriary of chap. xvi. pt. 2. 



prefix to my own translation that same 
warning that all who have -gone before 
have found occasion tp convey to 
they: intefidihg leaders. He wfyo takes 
up the -study of Ru^sbroeck seeking to 
find therein the agrees^le passing of an 
hou£ of ^leisure, some faint tackling of his 
appetite for mystery, oi: % some easy initia- 4 
tioft into a higher life, will meet with 
grievous disappointment. ‘ » 

Here, as in everything el|e, it fe true 
to say that “ he who 'drill not work, 

* ‘ neither shall he eat.' ’ The teachings of 
our aufbcfr, as, perhaps, of all other 
mystical writers, do* not often appear 
upon the surface, nor always upon a 
first reading thereof. There is light in 
abundance, but it must be sought for, 


and that v*th diligence and sympathetic 
u’arl'^n^tanding. Arfd only Ihe who 4s con¬ 
tent to labour, to read and to re-read, 
turning back, referring, and collating, 
will find a full reward 
' It is worth a little labour ; for here is 
vifise counsel, ^succour for those at need, 
and food for weary travellers, pressed 
down and running oi%r; *a richness dhd 
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& profusion of help and Wing instruction 
that are rarely found within the limits 
of so $hort «an essay. Bift they /ire not 
for the idle£ and the literary dilettante, 
nor for € them that are seeking Some ricw 
and curious thing. 

To most, tjie way of the True Life is 
infinitelycommonplace, as commonplace 
'indeed as is Injhity to us Who dwell 
Therein; and they aser very few und 
foolish, as the world judges, whose 
enthusiasm blinds them to the dust and 
weariness of the long road they tread. 

Every here and there, as in that Way, 
so in the writings* of the MyStics, there 
are, set in the midsl: of the desert, green 
oases, full of the sound of many waters, 
tinkling into pools of still delight. But 
the desert.is still the Way: through it 
.one must pass to reach them, and without 
it they have no message and no m^’rg 
for the traveller. 

So then, let him who has read so far, 
read no more, unless indeed he has the 
heart courageous, and the strong right 
hand that, once upon the plough, will 
press to the furrow’s end. 
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So much is in warning to all who comb 
upon such literature for the first time 
and uijawarerf. 

JFor the true Travellers there need be 
no jnisgrting. To them nothing is com¬ 
monplace, and dust* and weariness a?e 
welcome. “ Pilgrim^* o{ an 'inward 
“ Odyssey,” with faces set towards Jeru¬ 
salem, ’they who hate heard* the CaU 
pr%ss on toward, their Goal. No one of 
them but knows, even if’he £>e the very 
humblest and weakest, soihething* of the 
glory and the peace of the will that is 
turned to God for evermore. No ode, 
however fcften faint and stumbling, but 
lives the happier irf his earthly life for 
the “ Song of Joy ” that is rising deep 
within his soul. 

Around them everywhere they see the 
gleaming^pf the, rainbow that is airched 
as-high as heaveA, and *in every sound 
of earth they hear the low throbbing bf« 
the heart of Love. 

These are the friends of Ruysbroeck, 
speaking the same ’language, thinking 
the same thoughts. And they need no 
words of mine. 


April, 1913. 


JOHN FRANCIS. 



Summary pf Chapters 

TO those who are unaccustomed to 
the style' an<l rrjdnner of Ru^sbroeck, 
some description of this* particular wdrk 
may be of r use'; and I add, accordingly, 
a short analysis and summary thereof? 

The first eight Chapters, in the original, 
are in rhytfied verse, and they will be 
found fat more simple, if less interesting, 
both in expression ahd in subject-matter, 
than the later Chapters. At times they 
do not rise above the level of orthodox 
mediaeval .thought,. although they are, 
Xa some extent, a necessary preparation 
for that .which follows'after. 

THE FIRST CHAPTER gives the con¬ 
versation of the Twelve. Beguines, who 
•are supposed to be discoursing of the 
Love of Jesus, and, so fax' a? the first Si& 
are concerned, at all.events, there will 

be •found some fundamental error in the 
36 
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ideas put forward by each of them, 
which it will.be the part of the careful 
reader*to detect, and which it *is the 
urtdoubted intention of the author to 
disjJel in due course. 

THE SECOND CHAPTER shoyrs hott' 
simple Faith must live> and suffer in the 
midSt c 4 «an evil world.; but also how, In 
another sense, it is necessary for us to 
abandon the world, in order that Love 
mgy enter the Jieart. Tfce ‘conclusion 
sets out the characteristics •of those who 
follow the way of Love. 

THEiTJttRD CHAPTER contains the 
prayer of the devojit soul wfto would 
partake of the Holy Sacrament. 

THE FOURTH CHAPTER sets forth 
God’s answer to this soul,1 and the offer 
of His own Flesh and Blood fflr food and 
drink thtfrbto. 

# THE FIFTH CHAPTER contains tlje 
soul’s appreciation of God’s Love and 
Goodness to her, and her ecstasy in 
receiving the Holy Sacrament. It con¬ 
cludes with a distinction between man, 
who is crewed according to “ mode,” 
and the Infinite Go*d, JVho isj‘ modeless.” 
For the finite soul cannot apprehend the 
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Infinite God, while she is still bound by 
the limits of mortality. 

THE SI&TH CHAPTER describes 
some of the? hindrances to. Contempla¬ 
tion, and shows how those wjio 'are 
chreful.and troubled about many things 
ii\ the life of the Senses, cannot come to 
the knowledge of that God Who iybe^ond 
£he law of this wdrld. 

THE SEVENTH CHAPTER is a beauti¬ 
ful instruction to the v soul as to the 
manner in whfch she may come to the 
Centemplatire life ; and, in this chapter, 
the rhythm of •- tjie original * verses is 
broken a'nd lengthened out of all pro¬ 
portion, as if the enthusiasm *of the 
writer could no longer contain itself 
within the restrictions imposed by form. 

T^E EIGHTH CHAPTER teaches the 
hature of true -Conteiji]51ation* 'and how 
it* lies, not without the reason, but 
beyond it, in the limitless region, above 
all forms and likenesses. 

„ At this point in the original, the fotm 
of verse is finally abandoned, and the 
remainder is written in proie. 

XHE NINTH £H4PTER treats in Part 1 
of the Way of Contemplation, showing 
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, how the Incomprehensible Light shine's, 
in the Living Mirror of a pure spirit. 
Without is Likeness; within is*Unity. 
The Voic£ of God’s Wisdom*speaks to the 
contemplating spirit, showing Jier how 
we, wltio are made ane with God by our* 
“ God-likeness,” oifgllt to. find' a new 
Unity «jjith Him through His prace ahd 
our goodness. 

In Part 2, Our # Lord f Jesus Christ, 
telling the soul of all His iove for her 
and His labour therein, (jails upon her 
to answer. 

TH$ TENTH CHAPTER,'which I have 
also divided into two parts,*, gives, in 
Part 1 t the soul’s reply to this demand, 
and, in Part 2, sets out the First Mode 
of Contemplation. Ruysbroeck describes 
the joy of the loving ^ea#t, which is 
opened God«and closed to all Credtod 
things ; he tells*of the “ Song,of Joy ” 
and of “Joyfulness,” which belong* to 
the lowest degree of the Contemplative 
^.ife, and he Show^ how the Fire of the 
Divine Love ^descends on him who, fn* 
purity of heart, high aim, and tender 
love, comes into the Presence of the 
Holy Majesty of God. 
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t • THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER sets out ( 
the Second Mode of Contemplation, in which 
the spul, uplifted above all* sem¬ 
blances, beyond and without ttjp reason, 
is illumyiated by the uncreated Light, 
♦which is not God, but is the intermediary 
betweeri Himand'the “ seeing thought.” 
Therein the s<jul knows God. 

* THE TWELFTH CHAPTER describes 
the Third Mode of Contemplation, consisting 
of— 1 

(a) ‘‘ Specftfatio,” in ’which the soul, 
as in a mirror, s'ees God in all, not in His 
own nature, bujt in such intellectual 
images a§t are adapted to her'capacity. 
God is seen as every abstract quality, 
and in the distinction of His "Three 
Persons. 

(b) “ Conten^piatio,” wherein, at her 
eafnetfc desiring^ the soul contemplates 
God in piodeless and limitless Contem¬ 
plation. This limitless Contemplation 
is midway between Contemplation in 
intellectual images speculatio ”) and 
•Contemplation in the Light of God. 

THE THIRTEENTH CHAPTER sets 
out the Fourth Mode of Contemplation, which 
is the Perfection of*" the Contemplative 
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Life. It is the Spirit of God working 
in us, the transcendental and illumin¬ 
ated exercise of Love. We must be 
likfe to Gpd, through graces; and One 
with Him, in Love. Our love fails before 
His Me&sureless Love, and, failing, be* 
comes modeless. 

Ged’s^ove towards us is a purifying <Sf 
the Spirit, whereby He distributes His* 
Graces and His Gifts to each several one 
of us. 

fHE FOURTEENTH CHAPTER, Part 
7 , tells of the Four Modes of loving. * 

The First Mode is that pf the “ Friends 
of God, who practise goodness acid virtue 
in the outward ways.* 

• The Second Mode is a “ loving inten¬ 
tion ” towards God inwardly, rather than 
the performing of good worjps in the outer 
world; a*continual emptying of*seif,* 
attaining to modeless Love; and an 
H intellectual gazing and a loving in¬ 
clination,” which are intermediary be¬ 
tween Modeless* Lov§ and Love that is 
bare and empty # of all. 

The Third Mode belongs to the “ Sons 
of God,” who, uplifted above all in a bare 
understanding and lo^e, labour no more, 
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tor the Holy Spirit labours in them. 
They are born anew, and, though they 
do net bectome God, they are*“God- 
formed,” even as red-hot iroij. does *not 
become»fire, but takes tfie nature thereof. 

* Part 2 describes* the Fourth lift ode, -in 
which 'the soul is* rfiade one with God in 
Cove, aryl fittds herself one Brg^dth and 
Length and Height and Depth with Him. 
We are told qf the Outpouring and In- 
irawing of God, and how, in Outpouring, 
He wforks fa a living'differentiation of 
His Person^, t>ut, in Indrawing, rests in 
an Eternal Repose without differentia¬ 
tion. We ar$ dne with God in both 
ways ; and, for our better realisation 
thereof, Jesus Christ has given us His 
Spirit, that wje may grow in grace. 

THE FIFTEENTH CHAPTER de- 

* scritfes the operation^ of the •Holy Spirit 
within us, Who (a) sends us out*to live 
in the practice of Love, and (b) draws Us 
in to be One in Love with Hum. 

THE SIXTEENTH CHAPTER, Part 1, 
tells of the six points 4 of communion 
between God and man. 

The First Point shows how we are one 
life in God, &ri3 ho^r, by grace and virtue, 



43 


THE TWELVE BEfcUIMES 

— . . " I * * rjm ) ■ * 

we are uplifted into Eternal Life witli 
Him. 

The Second Point, how, iA ourselves, 
w**are apart from God, yet are we like 
Him, and, in the life of virtue, vie live in 
Him, and He in us. 

The Third Point shdws haw, stirred by 
God? sft*}t out by Him to.lead lives of 
virtue, and indrawn By Him again, wfc 
abide, within '’ourselves., in perpetual 
likeness to Him,, and, beyond ourselves, 
are One with Him. 

The Fourth Point, how the Spirit movies 
us to f yjeld ourselves, outside our¬ 
selves, to God, andwithin oujselves, to 
grasp t and apprehend Him. These two 
things are impossible for us, but possible 
to God, and we must endure the workings 
of God therein. 

Part 2 shows, the Fifth Point, how we 
have ’always, within ourselves, .a con¬ 
tinual hunger and thirst and longing tor 
God, and must for ever be striving ; but, 
beyond ourselVes, age satisfied, and One 
with Him. These are the states of 
“ labour ” and “ enjoyment,” and this 
is the “ life in Trftth.” 

The Sixth Point treats of’ the still‘and 
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r essential and glorious Oneness of Fruition, 
where all is rest, and we r are One with 
God in Lov£ We learn that, where we 
are “ made one ” with, God irv Love»by 
grace awl good actions, we receive each 
kis own reward ; btt, where we are One 
with Him beyond' all separation, there is 
God our. Fruition and His ojpn in a 
fathomless bliss. *' 

The Chapter concludes fh gathering up 
all that h'us ,gone before, by showing 
how God i/i-One Fruitful Nature in a 
Trinity of Persons ; and passes on, after 
an orthodox condemnation of unbf lievers 
and hypocrites, to tell how, if we would 
be chosen, we must be clothed, in our¬ 
selves, with the Life of Christ, and, 
beyond ourselves, must be One with God 
in Love, in us is Likeness ; in God is 
Oneness ; and between these ttwre medi¬ 
ate the Light and the Fire of the "Spirit. 
The Light shows us our Oneness, and the" 
Fire burns out all unlikeness. 

And so the Discourse ends, with a 
prayer that God may gra,nt these things 
to all who hear and understand. 
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THE BOOK OF THE 
TWELVE BEGUi’nES* 

CHAPTER I 

• 

Showeth twelve differeht*notidns of the Love 
of Jem, on the part of the » Twelve Bfyuines. ' 

TWELVE BSguipes sat 
Talking of the fair Lord Jesus J, 

Each after her own manner * 

•“Let us treasure this Love,”^aid they, 

“ For sweet is Its beginning, t 
“ And the«end Thereof..passing tender." 

The First said :— 

“ I would bear the burden of the Love 
of Jesus, 

“ Unaided, save by God, Whd strength¬ 
ened me. “* ^ 

“ Oh? wise are we, who know and who 
love 

“ This noble Son of a Royal House 2 ." 

o 

The next said :— 

“ Willingly,,would I love Jlim, 

“ Knew I but hew to begin ; 

“ But He is hidden xVom me. 

49 
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“ Alas, I confess that it is I who am at t 
fault; 

“ For my heart is restless and dis¬ 
tracted 3 , c 

“ And I live in the midst of petty cares." 

The Third said :-t—\ 

. “ He cometh to me like One in utter 
holiness, , 

“ Showing me all beauty 

“ Anon t He flieth from me. like a fickle 
, love**, 

“ Taking all my joy with Him : 

“ And I \ut follow after Him as best I 
can. 

“ Unwise is he who rejoiceth in the day, 

“ Before he hath seen the ending thereof 

“ In a calm and peaceful eventide.” 

The Fourth said 

“The Love of Jesus hath betrayed me, 

“ And therein have I lost boih head 
and heart; 

“ Nor do I know to whom I can com¬ 
plain. 

“ Fiercely He cohsumeth me night and 
day, 

“ Asking more than I can give, 

*“ MakingThe rro fair return 6 .” 
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s The Fifth said :— 

“ I should fye wrong were 1 to take it ill 
“ That my wages were not* paid before¬ 
hand. 

“Jfor do I wonder thereat; 

•“ Fof often times it happeneth # 

“ That to him, wh6 worfeeth but little, 
“ ffhqj^ cometh but^ittle.profit.” 

Thus spake the. Sixth Beguine :— 

“ What words are these ? 

“ And what are these demands i 
“ Can Jesus cause us'trouble ? 

“ Our sisters err 
“ Inigrigving Him tbuj. 

“ Their words are empty and foolish, 

“ And fitter for their Confession.” 

The Seventh said :— 

“ So great is the hunger of my soul, 

“ That, Ivad I ay that God could givb me,* 
“ Stijl \ftere I uiftatisfieH : 

“ And, if He give me not Himself, 

“ I have no life in me. 

“ Alas, no man can help or counsel me 
4 ‘ In this my unquSnchable longing.” 

The Eighth saicf:— 

“ The Lord Jesus is a pure runnel, 

“ Whence all joyfuflfcess floweth forlh: 
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“ I hold high festival with Him, 

“ For He is mine, and I am His. 

“ I cannot live without Him, 

“ Who is my allottee^ Destiny ; 

‘ And He is like a sweet nut to me, 

“ Whose shell it % ere folly not to pierce, 
“ For delicious is the Kernel thereof. 

“ Ah, ;wera all Good within mv choice, 
“ I would choose Jesus for my God ; 

“ So greatly do I joy to be with Him 6 .” 

The NSnth said :— 

• “The Love«.of the Lord Jesus hath 
desef.ted me : 

“ I follow after Him 
“ In strange and unaccustomed paths, 
“ Erring continually. 

“ All that I had before, now have I lost; 
“ And the burden of my sorrow is 
* grievous, 

“ For He hath stolen' away* tny.heart.” 

The Tenth said :— 

“ The Love of Jesus is so fair, 

“ That it hath filled my soul. 

“ Ever holdeth lie a chalice to my Ups, 
Brimming with His generous wine. 

“ Ah God ! how far greater will be my 
joy, 
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“ When Heunveileth His glorious Face, 
“ And I drink deep of that precious 
wine. 

* ^ Indeed they do wrong to s/ander Him. ’ ’ 

The Eleventh said :-*■ 

“ I know not even* if* I have desire : 
“•FonJ have lost myself* 

“ In a fathomless Unknowing. 

“ I am swallowed up in Him; and His 
9 Mouth 

“ Is as* a bottomless *Abys§, 

“ Whence there is no return.” 

The Twelfth Beguine *safd :— 

“ Always to do well; such is my will, 
“ For there is no idleness in love. 

“ To live virtuously in utter faithful¬ 
ness, 

“ And, Jjeyond all virtues, to contem* 
plate the Face of God : 

“ Here lieth my treasure. 

“ To behold the fair beauty of the God¬ 
head y 

“To dissolve in His beloved Presence , 
“ Ever to be intoxicated with His Love; 

“ This is the Way of Perfection. 

“ Let us still gathfc* together, 
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* Ever speaking o! the joys of Heaven; 

“ For this is the Perfect Life. 

“ Ohr Heavenly Father hath so loved 
us, * 

“ That He hath sent and given t\> us 
His Son, c 

“ Who hath* redeemed us by His 
Peath, 

“ Wherein is our everlasting comfort. 

“ In Him let us live/ 

“ And pijiy to our God, Who is in 
T Heaven, 

“ That wp may fulfil His command-. 

ments, k r , , 

“ To th'e everlasting Glory of His Name: 
“ And that, in this Valley of Tears, 

“ We may overcome the pains of hell, 
“ And find our way into His Garden.” 


CHAPTER II 


Showeth the manner 'of tne •True Lovers of 
God. 

LO, this is the estate of holy Beguines, 
Who follow eagerly the path of virtue : 

So was it jn the days of old*; 

So is it still to-day. 

But alas, that the glory is departed there- 
fr<#m 

Through unbelief and folly I 

If thou wouldst live in utter faithfulness, 
Then must thine head: cleave fast to God 
In love, and in aU truth, 

And whh unfeigned simplicity. 

Live gently and humbly in the midst of 
, those* 

Who are hasty, and lightly moved to 
wrath; • 

Who are full of railings and bitterness, 
high-minded, 
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*Easily offended, slow to pardon, an evil, 
generation 7 . 

Self-willed 'are they, impatient and 
obstinate, t 

Wrathful, envious, pitiless, 

Evildoers, cruel and unbridled. 

This* is not.the'way of the Beguines ; 
And these wicked men live not^thercin, 
Nor even in the outward seeming thereof. 
Yet shalt thou suffer and endure them ; 
And God shajl* send His blessing on thy 
life. 


Wouldst 4:hou learn who are the good 
men ? 

Watch them then in their outward lives, 
and in their Life Within. 

All holiness cometh from God 

To those who live after His Command¬ 
ments : 

And they, who in their hearts despise the 
world, 

Shall mount the steps of Heaven, 

And shall be filled with the Grace of God 

Inasmuch as they follow His Counsels. 

They, who have empt'.ed themselves of 
the things of' arth, 
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Shall be fulfilled with Love, 

Which is as 3 great Weight in the scales, 
Outweighing all earthly ties’, 

Prevailing over flesh and bldod, 

And speeding us towards every-virtue. 


Th^r, who follow the, way of Love, 

Are the fichest of all men living; 

They are bold and frank and brave ; 
They have neither toil nor any care, 

Fcfr the*Holy 'Spirit bea’reth all their 
burdens. 

They seek no outward seeming; 

They desfte nothing that? men yplue ; 
They affect no extravagance of behaviour. 
They tosh to be like other good people, 
Obeying the ordinances of Holy Church 
In virtuous and godly living., 

Deeply they reference .all Her Sacra¬ 
ments, 

•For Thence come the Grace and Mercy of 
God, to* dwell for ever with them. 


CHAPTER III 


Showdth the preparation required of him who 

wifleth to receive the ffoly Sacrament. 

^HEN he is about to receive the Holy 
Sacrament 

Given to u£ frpm God Himself, 

^Thence liveth in him the Body of Our 
Lord, * 

Rightly honourfd above and fyeypnd all 
else* 8 

Every good man shall enter into the 
Presence of Christ, 

Opening his inmost heart before the 
Eternal Truth 

And shall examine hinpgelf, looking well 
int6 his life; 

And weighing his worth and actions. 

Then will he cry from the depths of a 
grieving heart; v and say 

“ Be pitiful to me, 0 everlasting Love; 

" Deep is my sorrow. 

“I have sinned and done amiss from 
my childhood/ 
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tl And have wasted all my opportunity. 

“ Be merciful# to me, 0 Lord, Who art 
full of mercy; 1 1 

“ I am not worthy that Thou shouldst 
Vojpe unto me. 

“ I have altogether lifted in sin ; 

“ And nevermore shall I be'healed, 

“ Urfless hy gentle Mouth shall com¬ 
fort me, 

“ And speak the Word of jConsolation, 

“ That cometh out of Thy Wofy Hijl 8 .” 


CHAP,TER IV 


«Showeth God's answer to the Soul tfat is 
jiungry fo: Hi s' Sacrament, 

“ 0 MAN, I h^ve heard thy prayer, 

“ And all 'ch# is Mine jto do, I will per- 
v ,' form. c , . '• 

“ I will answer the grieving of thine 
heart, 

^ f i I' (* 

“ And in thee will I work, according to 
thy faith. 

h Be of good heart, bold, and un¬ 
daunted, 

“ Aijd I will fulfil all thy desire. 

I will Myself .be Foq(Mor thfee; 

“ I will serve up the Feast, anS I will 
be thine Host 9 : . ' 

u Turn thee, turn thee wholly unto Me. 

“ My Flesh hath bqpn well prepared 10 
u Upon the Cross, for thy redemption;, 

“ My Blood is warm and living, 

“ Permeating body and soul. 

“ tome, let us ea£ and drink together: 

60 
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“ Think thou on My Passion and My 
Death, 

“ And on My Everlasting Love ; 

“ L^ve in* the thqught Theredf, and thou 
^halt be at peace. 

“ Beloved, I understand so well 

“ Thine eager longing for My 'Sacra¬ 
ment. « 

“ Behold? the Sacrifice ot the Mass is 
all prepared ; 

“ And Thereof, if thou a*r£ neady, thou 
mayo6t, indeed, partake,” 



CHAPTER V 


Showeth in what manner the Soul\ rx'aketh 
. answer to her God. v 

0 LORD, thou tellest all my desyre, 

‘‘ And blessed be fhy Name l 
“ Gladly I partake of this Holy Sacra¬ 
ment, c . 

“ A pricelessr^ift, ( 

Wherein 5 receive Thy Holy Body, 

“ Sweet and comfortable unto me. 

“ This is my Bread of Heaven^ 

“ And they who da not eat Thereof, have 
no Life in them. 

“ This, too, is the Food of Angels, 

“ Wherein is the dplight of the wise. 

“ The wofld, which knowetfr not the 
taste Thereof, 

“ Hath other gifts to bring its joy and 
sorrow. 

• “ 0 Lord, Thou dost even condescend 
“ That we should eat together; 

“ And I strain and gasp in my desire 
' for Thee, 
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“ Yet can I not consume 11 Thee. 

“ The more I eat—the fiercer is my 
hunger ; 

“ The mpre I dfink—the greater is my 
V|hirst; 

“ AncTalways have*I more remaining 1 
over, 

Than all men could consume. 


“ Thou, O Lord, art a gefierows host, 

“ And ah that is consumes! is plid f 'Jr 
at Thy Hands. 

Si Eagerly I drink the Living*Blood, 

“ FlovAnjf from Thy Side aijd Holy 
Body, 

“ Precfous and Priceless. 

“ So sweet is It in my mouth, 

“ That I am as if intoxicated, ,caring not 
to hide it. 


** Lord, Thjf Blood is more predous 
“ Than thp juice of pomegranates. 

“ Therewith will I fifl all my vessels, 

*’ For I am Ijold and greatly daring, 

“ And care nothing for the world with¬ 
out. 
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," I am satiated! Ini yet i cease not 
from desiring. 

“ That which I have, I cannot con- 
sume, ' .. r, , f 

“ And all I have is nothing worth t^me. 
“I follow after tb*.t which flietli from 

V'Andfas I follow, my desire gro?veth 
• greater 12 . M 

Put tjiat which manifested in mode 
' • cannot*comprehend the Modeless . 

“ With-mode ” and “Modeless 
these, indeed* are twain { 

And nevermore shall they be one. 

They abide for ever separate, « 

And neither can usurp the other s place. 
True faith, and a true rule and mode ot 
iife, 

'Rightly are these held* in honour; 

For the ordinances of Holy Church 
Rest in rule, and mode, and.weight, ana 
measure. 


Let us live therefore in th&Mode of reason 
That we may attain, beyond the reason, 
• to the Life 0} Coii-emplation. 



CHAPTER VI 

Snowetn a diversity of hindrances from true 
Contemplation. 

MAIiY abi^ie in erroi, 

So that they come not to Contemplation,* 
or to That which hath no Mode. 

Yet, every hindrance is .Mtfiin Jhega- 
selvSs; 14 

They are disquieted at heart, 

Watchifig narrowly the de$ds o£ others, 
Concerning themselves with the tares of 
their friends and kinsmen 
In which they have no part, 

Careful for their own necessities, 
Wherefore the riches of, God hre veiled 
frojn their eyos. 

Foresight and discretion are good, 

But anxiety is folly. 

• * * • • • • • 

A going out intc/the life of sense 
Preventeth the exercise of earnest real¬ 
ization : 
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They, who delightVi the filter sense®, 

Will find no joy ir the Life Within. 
Sucheare idle and unready without. 

And within'they are ungoverne^ both in 

love and grief. . 

And while all this need not be mof cal sin, . 
It hindareth a man .from coming into his 


own ^ * j. 

And they whose imaginings £re full of 
' other things, 

Shall never attain to Contemplation or 
- te That^hich hath no Mode. 



CHAPTER VII 

Showeth the means of doming unto the Same. 

IF tjiou wouldst enter on the Way bf 
Conciliation, 

Thou must take the path that leadetH 
Thereto. 

The same is a conscience puie^tfiid 
.undefiled,— " • 1 

A simple and well-regulated’life, 

A modest demeaning of thyself, 

And temperance in outward things. 

Thou "must restrain the ungoverned 
desires of Nature 18 , 

Supplying her wants, with wisdom and 
discretion, 

Ministering*, in the? world vfithout, to all 
who need, in love and merpy ; 

And, in the *world within, emptying thy¬ 
self of every vain imagining; 

Gazing inward with %n eye uplifted and 
open to Jhj Eternal Truth ; 

Inwardly abiding in. simplicity, and still¬ 
ness, and in Jtter peace. 
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So shalt thou brinrawith thee 

A burning earnestness of Love, 

A fieity Flame of devotioh, leaping and 
ascendiVig into the very Gopdness of 
God Himself; 

A loving longing q< the soul to b*e with 
Gcfd in His Eternity ; 

A' turning from all things of self into the 
freeoom of the Will of Goff, 

With all the forces of the soul gathered 
into the uftity of the Spirit; 

Tlianlfing ana glorifying God, aq,d loving 
and servifig Him, in everlasting 
reverence. 


So lovingly following this life of virtue, 
Thou mayest hope to come to the Life of 
Contemplation. 

£nd, if th'ou abidest faithful ,to thy God 
and to thyself, 

Then, in the hour when He shall manifest 
Himself, Thou shalt behold His Face! 


CHAPTER VIII 17 

Showeth the Nature of tjrue Oontemplationt 

CONTEMPLATION is a knowing without 
mode, 

For ever abiding above th^rekson. 

Never can it descend therein. 

And above it can the reason r^ever ascend. 
The shining forth of That which hath no 
Mt>de*is as a fair Mirfor, *.. 
Wherein there shineth the Everlasting 
Light of God. 

It is without attributes, 

And therein all the workings o£,the reason 
fail. 

It is not God ; 

? ut it is that Light, Whereby we see Him. 
hey, who* walk in the Divine Light 
Thereof, ' t 

discover in themselves the Uncon¬ 
fined 18 . * * 

That which hath no Mode is above reason, 
not without i$; 
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'And it perceivethr all things without 
winder. f 
Wonder is f$tr beneath it, 

And the Life of Contemplation i# without 
wonder. 

That which hath ao Mode seeth, but 
, knoweth 'not what is seen, 

Since it if abcve all, and is neither This, 
nor That. 


NoWa &m I t compelled to cea$e frbm 
rhyming, 

That I may show forth clearly the way of 
Contemplation. 



CHAPTER lX^'PAI?* T 

Shouieth how one oometh to site the Light and 
to hear the Truth of Gog That jspeaheih to the 
Soul. 

IF thou <resir<^t to unfold the'Contem¬ 
plative Life in thyself, thou must enter 
within, beyond thy sens^-liie, and, ‘ in 
that high point of thy b<?ing, $dorn4d?with 
all the virtues of which’I Ijave spoken, 
looking unto God with thanks and love 
and c(mtinual reverence, thou must, keep 
thy thoughts bare and stripped of every 
sensible image, thine understanding 
opened and lovingly uplifted to the Eter¬ 
nal Truth, and thy spirit spread out in 
the sight fyf God.as a Living Miritir, ip 
receive* His Everlasting Likeness. 

Behold, therein appeareth a Light of the 
understanding, Which neither sense, nor 
reason, nor nature, nor the clearest 
logic 19 can apprehend, but Which' 
giveth us freedom and confidence to¬ 
wards God. 

It is nobler and higher than all t*hat 
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God hath created Jx 1 Nature; for It is , 
the perfection ov Nature, and above 
Naturl, and is the clear-shining. Inter¬ 
mediary between us and. God. 

Our thoughts, bare and stripped of 
images, are themselves the Living Mirror 
wherein there, shiiieth this Light. 

'And the Light tequireth from usdhat 
we should be like to and one vvfch God in 
this Living Mirror of our bare thoughts; 
and so God» liyeth in us with His Grace, 
and live in $im by reasoiv of our 
virtue and good’ deeds. 

In this Living Mirror are we like to our 
Eternal /Wchetype, Which is God Him¬ 
self ; for we live a life conformable to 
the Everlasting Providence of God. 

The Light floweth forth in similitude, 
and indrav^eth Itself in unity; which we 
p^rcei/e, beyond the reason, in that high 
point of our understanding, which'is bare 
and turned within. , 

And therein speaketh the Truth of 
God within our spirit, and saith :— 

“ Behold Me as f behold thee; afu} 

“ know Me as I know thee. Love Me 
“as I love thee; delight in Me as I 
“ dfelight in thee; and .just as I am all 
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“ thine, wholly and , unreservedly, so 
“ would I that thoi\ shouldst wholly 
“ and unreservedly be Mine.. 

“JFroia* all Eternity have I seen thee, 
“ befaje all Creation, in Me, and 
“ one with Me, an^ as I see Myself. 
“ Therein have I known* thee,' loved 
“ thee, called thee, chosen thee. I have 
“ created Vhee^in My Image arid in My 
“ Likeness. I have adopted thy nature, 
“ and therein have I irryprhited Mijie 
“ Archetypal Image, that tjiou rhayest 
“ bo one with Me, without intermediary, 
“in the Glory of My Father. 

“ I have created My *Soulj* with all 
“ Its powers, and filled It with every 
“ good gift, in order that I might serve 
“ and obey My Father and thy Father, 
“ My God and thy God, in the.humanity 
“ which is # £omrr*^n to Us J>oth, with ajl 
“ My sfrength, and even unto death. 

“ And, out of My fulness »of Grace 
” and Mercy, have I filled thy soul and 
“ thy powers, irf order that thou mayest 
V be like Me, and, m My strength and 
“ by My Gift^ may serve and thank 
“ and praise Our God to all Eternity 
“ World without end.” 



CHAPTER ;iX. PART 2 


'Showeth in uihat manner one cometh, there¬ 
after, to hear ttle Voice of Our Lord Jfisus Christ. 

LO, thus are w,e all one with God in our 
Eternal Arihtfype, Which is His Wisd 9 m, 
WhcJ fiath put,on the nature oi us all. 
And, although we are already one faith 
Him Therein, by that putting-on of our 
nature;* We iftust,also be like tod in 
grace and virtue, if we would find our¬ 
selves one with Him in our Eternal 
Archetype, Which is Himself. And thus 
was, and is, the Humanity of Our Lord 
J^sus* Christ gifted upland /made One 
with the Wisdom of God; and His Soul 
and all His Powers were filled, and ar? 
still filled, with the fulness of all good 
gifts. 

And He is to us like a Living Fountain* 
Whence we receive all that We need. 

And He Himself safith :— 

“ My Father .hath sent Me to live, 

/ H. 
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i“as God and Man, fpr each one who 
“ desireth Me. . 

“My 1 Well-beloved, fchosen from all, 
“ behold how that I am thine with- 
“ out Reserve. I have lived for thee a0 , 
1 “ taught thee, trained! thee, and died for 
“ thy sake. I have (offered thee'to My 
“ Father with My Death, ,and I have 
“ paid thy ** debt with My own Sacred 
“ Blood. 

“I have risen, glorious,in' Soul apd 
“ Body, * that thou mayest arise/ in 
“ gldry, at the Last Day, ip soul and 
’“ body, and mayest tyehold My Glory 
“ and ftie *Glory of My FAthei' for sver, 
“ world without end. 

“ I have ascended to the right hand 
“ of My Father, above all choirs and 
“hierarchies of men 1 and angels; and 
“ I have prepared a jols^e for feach / 
“ according to his deserving. 

“ And I .shall come again; at the 
“ Last Day, in Glory, with My Angels 
“and My * Saints, judge both good 
“ and evil according to their deserts and 
“ in utter jusrtice. 

“ Look well, beloved, what more I 
“ have done for thee: 
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“ I have given jco thee and left with 
“ the^ My Flesh land Mjr Living Blood 
“ for Food, and Drink; *and, as is the 
“ strength of his desire, so can^ach one 
“ taste and know the abiding H^Venly 
“ Savour Thereof.; 

# “ Tlfy longing and thy life of the 
“ Senses.—t^ese 1 have nourished* and 
“ have filled with My Glcyrioif Martyred 
“ Body. 

“ Thy fov^ and thy life of ^the 
“ Kea&on,—these, too, I have nour- 
“ ished an$ have filled with My Spirit 
“ and with all My Gifts, and with the 
“ Merits, "whefeby ^ I am pleasing'to My 
“ Father. 

“ Thy Contemplation and the lifting- 
“ up of thy spirit,—these, also, I have 
“ nourished and "have filled with My 
V Own Person, "so tfyat thqii livest in 

* Me, and I, God and Man, live *in thee, 
“in the ^similitude of virtues, and ii) 
“ Oneness of fruition. 

“My Father and I 'have •filled this 
“ world with Our Spirit, with Our good 
“ Gifts, and with Our Sadraments, in the 
“ measure in which each one hath need 

“ and desire thereof. 

✓' 
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“ 0 Man, behold, and see Who I am; 
1 how I have lived .‘or thee; what I 
‘ have. suffered for thee; and that 
‘ whictW have promised thee. 

“ Be thou thankful, and account to 
‘ Me’for all, to the utmost of thy 
‘ power.” 




CHAPTER. X. PART ] 

tShoweth the answer of the louing Soul unto 
her Lord. 

“ 0 LORD, be merciful unto me, who 
“ am nothing, *and can do nothing, with- 
“ W*Thy Help and Grace. 

“indeed*do*1 *see, in the light of, my 
“ nature, tlfatThou art Creator and Lord- 
“ of Heaven a«d aarth, and of*all created 
“ things. I see and I believe, in the 
‘ ‘ Christian Faith, all that belongeth there- 
“ unto; and my desire is in the fulfilling 
“ of Thy Law and. Thy Commandments, 
“ everyway, with all njy power, and by 
Thy Help afid Grace.* 

“ And fhis is the duty of all Thy mem- 
“ bers, and of every Christian man wh<J 
“ would be saved. 

“ 0 Lord, Thou tlesirest my spirit*in 
“ the inward parts, that I m^y see Thee as 
“ Thou seest me, antj love Thee as Thou 
“ tovest me.” 
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CHAPTER X, PART 2 

Showeth forth the First lifode of true VonterQ- 
platian, 

NOW, ther&ofe, hear and understand; 

To the good and inward jnan, who 
entereth within himself, frle and empty 
of all eSrthly things, opening and*'up¬ 
lifting his heart reverently towards the 
EternaLGopdness of Gad, there is thrown 
wide tne Heaven which was Shut,* and 
from the Face of Divine Love there 
blazeth down a sudden Light, as it were 
a lightning-flash; and in that Light 
there speak^eth the Spirit of Ouf Lord, in 
this opened and loving heart, and saith; 
“lam thine, and thou art Mine: I dwell 
w in thee, and thou dwellest in Me." 

In this meeting of the Light with the 
stisring of *God 21 , is §0 great a joy and 
delight of the |oul and body in his up¬ 
lifted heart, that the man knoweth not 
what hath befallen Him, nor how he may 
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fendure it 22 . And this is called “ The 
“ Song of Joy 23 ,” which hath no words, 
and which no m/tn knoweth, save him 
who hath conceived it in his hea_t. 

And this it is which liveth in the loving 
heart that is opened to God, and closed 
to all oreated.things. 

'And thence comettv “ Joyfulness,” and 
the same is a heartfelt love, ar h .a. burning 
flame of devotion, for ever reverently 
turned to Godwin thankfulness and praise. 

% Apd he who conceiveth this sweetnfess, 
who abideth therein, and yet seeketh 
therein his 6wn delight, without thanking 
and g praising eGoti therefor, *is ^utterly 
at fault. 

This is the first and lowest mode, 
whereby God inwardly declareth Him¬ 
self in the Contemplative Life ; and so I 
will show forth a homely parallel thereof 
for those who have not experienced it. 

Take tljen a mirror, curved like a bowl, 
and, having laid therein some dry and 
inflammable matter, hold it up to the 
i rays of the sun. Then will the dry 
matter be enkindled and 4 >urn by reason 
of the heat of the sup and the curving 24 
of the mirror. 
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So, and in like manner, in thine 
inward man, if thou hast thine ^ieart 
alive, and open, and reverently uplifted 
unto G<&, the Light of His Grace will 
shine therein, will purify thy conscience, 
•and will burn up all tlyV faults in the Fire 
of His Love. 

Lop this is the lowest rjiode of tne 
Contemplative Life, which is followed in 
purity of heart, and in tender love, with 
thankfulness and praise, devotiqp 
and*longing, in the Presence pf the*Holy 
Majesty of God. 
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CHAPTER XI 25 


1 Showeth forth the Second Mode of true 
Contemplation. 

HEREAFTER followeth the Second 
Mode of the. Contemplative Life. 

Thfey who are uplifted in simnle purity 
of spirit by tlfe love and reverence they 
bear towards God, stand with their faces 
open and unveiletl before the Presence of* 
His Majesty. Arid from the Face of the 
Father there shineth forth a clear Light 
upon the Souls whose thought is bare 
and stripped of images, uplifted above 
the-senses and above rimilitudes, beyond 
and without* reason, in high purity of 
spirit. 

This Light is not God, but it is an in¬ 
termediary between the seeing thought 
and God. 

It is called a Ray of God or the Spirit 
of the Father, and herein God showeth 
Himself simply, neither by differentia- 
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est the bright rays that stream from the 
Face f of God upon thy clear gaze, they 
will lead thee ifito the source; of thy 
created being, wherein thou shalt find 
no other thing but God alone. 



CHAPTER XII 

».rlw 

HEREAFTER lolowetti to Th _ 

which belongeth to the Uie 

pldtion„ . . (.aiiM* “'Specufatio, 

This Mode ‘ S A 7eei„g A a mirror. 
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sttipped of all imag > . p or just 

iion n r TSg C M£s;can>th 
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the brightness of the sun, so do the 
weaker eyes of the bat fail and falter in 
the same. 

The pure and single eye of the soul, 
uplifted, beyond and without reason, in 
a bare and simple*,vision, seeth always 
th 4 e Fade of the Father, as do the Angels' 
who are our Ministers,; for it hath bfcfore 
it no other image than, £**it of God 
Himself. 

t In that ihofhent it beholdeth God and 
all things, §o far as they are one with 
God, in a pimple seeing, and therewith 
it is content; and the name thereof is 
“ Cofitemplatie,” that is, the* seeing of 
God in all simplicity. 

And so, in like manner, the intellectual 
power of the soul is a living Mirror, 
wherein jGod dwclleth in Grace, and 
whereto He # hath giycn HiS Spirit of 
Truth. And, by His Lights the eye of 
the reason is enlightened, to recognise 
God and all His creatures in their forms 
and images and similitudes, so far as He 
is pleased to manifest them. 1 And the 
Spirit of God commandecb- the reason, 
which It hath enlightened, to order and 
goVern the life of the senses after His 




Law and the ordinances of His Holy 
Church, in love and true hath 

In the secdnd* place, he 
understanding and wAc^ hath 
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according to her desiring. But that 
Image which is God Himself, although 
It is held before her, sl?e cUnnot compre¬ 
hend, for the eyes of her understand¬ 
ing must fail before that Incomparable 
Light. 

Yet because she is made wise by the 
spirit of Truth, sd d<pth she see God in 
the images of her understanding as power, 
truth, justice, goodness, and mercy, 
compassion^ abundance, and loving-kind¬ 
ness 28 ^ living faithfulness, con§plati‘on, 
and sweetness.' She seeth also the -dis¬ 
tinction of the Persons, that Each is God 
and flEach^ alijce 'Almighty in rtatural 
power, Unity in Trinity and Trinity in 
Unity, in Their nature fruitfulness and 
in Their essence pure repose, Each 
Person God, and the Godhead in Their 
Common Substance. . 

* For the region, which hr enlightened 
by the Spirit of Truth, seeth God in her 
mirror in as many modes, ’ forms, and 
images as she can imagine, gnd in all 
the ways that she d&iireth. 

And now this power of* the under¬ 
standing is invited arid urged by God to 
see* What and Who He is. And there- 
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fore crieth the contemplating soul: 
“ Lord, show us Thy Face above ijnages 
“ and .similitudes uncovered and un- 
“ veilea; so shall we be blessed indeed ; 
“ and it shall be sufficient for us.” 

And as the Spirit of Our Lord answereth 
the enlightened reason; and saitft, “ Be- 
“ hold Me, Who ^d'What I am,” the 
eye of the "ii^ierstanding is* strengthened 
to see all that it desireth, whereto it hath 
been urged of God. Tlf^t Simple eye* 
with £jpar gaze in the Divine 'JUght, 
seeth plainly all that'is' G<jd, and fol- 
loweth after Him, in her desire to know 
and tctcoilceive Therein WhaJ and%Whc 
God is. But before the Face of Our Lord 
the reason, with all her consideration? 
and distinctions, faileth. And this powei 
of the understanding is uplifted into tha 
which is beyond aU Modes, and its Seeinj 
is modeless; Using without manner, aril 
it is neither thus nor thus, neither her 
nor therefor That, Which hath n 
Mode, hatyi enveloped all, and the visio 
is made high and wftie. 

It knoweth *not, itself, where that is, 
which it seeth, and it cannot come 
thereat; for its Seeing is modeless, &nd 
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passeth on beyond, forever and without 
return 29 . 

That which it ^oprefeenOeth, it .cannot 
realise in full, nor wholly attain, for its 
apprehension is modeless and without 
manner, and therefore is it apprehended 
of, God" in a« higher way than it can-- 
apprehend Him. 

Lo, such a following of thfeway which 
is modeless, is intermediary between 
'Contemplation in images and similitudes 
of th^ understanding, and unveiled Cbn- 
templation beyond all images, in*the 
Light of God 30 . 




CHAPTER XIII 

Showeth forth the Fourth Mode of true Con¬ 
templation. 

HEREAFTER followeth the Fourth 
Mode, which is the perfectjprf of the trp^ 
Cohtegjplative Life in all th^ Mod^ that 
belong thereto. This ftlo'de js called the 
uplifted and illuminated Exercise of love, 
according to the be)ove*d Will pf £oci It 
is born of God together with the obser¬ 
vances thereof. 

Our Lord saith in His Gospel, “ Except 
“ a man be born again of ,the Holy 
•“ Spirit, he cannot see, nor enter into 
“ the Rmgdoifi of God.” 

The Holy Spirit is a Living Fountain 
in which those spirits that love are 
baptised, .and wherein they live and 
grtell; and He podreth into our living 
spirit the water of His Grace, and therein 
are we purified from all our sins; and 
He dwelleth in us with His Grace, And 
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we dwell in Him by virtue and holy 
living, 

And from the r Spi/rit of Ouf Lord, 
Whom we liken to a Living Fountain, 
Wherein we live above our created 
being, spring rivulfets of the living water 
of, His’Grace* arid'streams that scatter 
in our spirits His innumerable Gifts; 
and so He liveth and dwelled within us. 
And He purifieth our spirit with His 
linger, th&t ,is, with His Spirit, and, 
speaking to, us, saith: “ Love as I 
“ love thee r and have loved thee from 
“ all Eternity.” 

This voice and thaf inward'oesecching 
are so terrible to experience, that all is 
overthrown in a tempest of love, and the 
powers of the soul make answer and say 
one to smother: “ Let us love this 

“ fathomless Love, which hath loved us 

from all Eternity.” 

The heart expandeth in desire, and all 
the powers of the senses follow after, in 
the realisation of love towards God. 

This living soul, 'with true Intention, 
with inward recollection, with forgetful¬ 
ness and contempt of all that can impede 
or hinder it from the love of Our Lord, 
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passeth on beyond itself; and the en¬ 
lightened intelligence and the wiy that 
is free j|o forward yrith thanks, and praise, 
and reverence, before* the face of the 
Eternal Love. 

All that is born df God is God and 
Spirit. It is God with God, one Loye, 
and«one Life in Itts Eternal Manifesta¬ 
tion. It is al$o spirit and fike to God by 
grace and a loving cleaving unto Him. 
It is holy, and strong, ‘grid free, apd 
trihmjjjjant over all, in the observances 
of love. 

And between the being one witn i*o< 
in Love, Und the fbeing Jike*tci Gtd ii 
grace, is the spherd of loving obser 
vance in every Mode ; for God touchet! 
and purifieth our Spirit, and requiretn 
our love, as He loveth»usf 

Now His Lov^ is measureless, <for It 
is Himself, buft our love ftath a> measure, 
and so we cannot fulfil all that His Love 
demandeth'of us ; but we fail in weak¬ 
ness, and* then,' before the Face of His 
|-Gve, out love becftmeth modeless and • 
without manner. 

Love is neither dcold nor hot, neither 
dark nor light, neither food nor drfhk, 
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and there is nothing in the world 
that qne can compare with Love. 

But the Love of God tdwards jus is a 
stirring and purifying of the Spirit; 
whereby He distributeth His graces and 
His gifts to each several one of us, 
ac,cording to* his iieed for the life o& 
virtue 31 



CHAPTER XW. PART i 

Telleth of the Four modes' of Loving, tend 
shoiSeth forth the firs ^ Three Modes thereof. 

THERE are four Modes of Love, wherein 
all holiness abideth. The First Mode 
of* command, and it beiongeth «to the 
Fri«n3s of God. 

The Second is of convenience, and it 
belongeth* to thosf uplifjed spirit^ who 
live after the counsels of *God. The 
Third Mode is neither of command nor 
of convenience, and it belongeth to the 
Sons of God, who syffy His action in 
.bare love.* 

The'Fourth Mode is tfi be. one with 
God in Love. 

Hear ncfw and understand: The First 
Mode of Loue i£ to fear and to love God 
above all things ; to obey Him and the. 
*Holy Church jn Christian Faith, in good¬ 
ness and in virtue* 

Such are the Friends of God, who«are 
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pleasing to Him in the lowest Mode 
whereby it is possible to live in Him. 

Hereafter followeth# thfe Secontf Mode 
of Loue, wherein vie live in God, in Spirit 
and in truth. Herein the good man 
rather directeth his loving intention 
toward? God than f£oeth good works fo* 
His sake in the world without: and so 
is he ever moved and'urgediy the Spirit 
of the Lord to greater love. And the 
t^>re he loVetfc,' the more is he so moved. 

Whfcrefor^ he cometh to fegj that 
which is blessed beyond all modes, «and 
that is to love after no manner. 

He»:e al$o, and in \this wist, dcth he 
become a pure spirit, cleaving’ to God 
with a love that is modeless; and he 
emptieth himself continually, until he 
attaineth fo the* repose of being. 

Thereafter feebth tyi new stirrings,' 
and again he emptieth hftnself,' for all 
his strength faileth him in a love that 
is modeless: And this it is to love God 
and to be loved of Him. For no man 
understandeth what* Love is on Itseif, 
but such are Its work*’ ngs: Which 
giveth more than one can take, and 
asketh more than one can pay. 
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This urgency of Love is sometimes 
felt in the heart, as a burning fire of 
longing in the soul, a disturbance and a 
restlessness in the body, and in the spir 
a hungry and consuming greed, which 
devoureth the workings of the spirit in a 
simple emptiness of being. * Lo, there be- 
ginnfeth an intellectual gazing and a loving 
inclination hra sweet atmosphere of bliss ; 
where the Modeless Love is Perfected. 

For this intellectual gating and tM! 
lovinainclination are two.heavenly,pipes 
sounding without need of tune or notes 
they go always forward in that |ver- 
. lasting*life* without* digressiomor return, 
keeping in harmony and concord with 
all the Holy Church; for the Holy 
Spirit giveth the wind that singeth in 

them. And they are -intermediary be¬ 
tween tlje Love tlfet is Modeless, and th$ 
Love that is bare and empty of Ml. 

Hereafter followeth the Third Mode 
in an uplifted *nd enlightened love in 
the Divine.Light. 

. fti this-mode are spirits empty ana 
stripped of afl,•uplifted above all action 
in a bare understanding and love. Tljpy 
labour no more, for the Spirit of the 

7 
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Lord laboureth in them, and they are, 
as it sfcemeth, themselves grace and love ; 
and they are called the Sons <?f God, 
because they are dead to themselves in 
Him, and have given up their own will 
to His beloved Wiil, 

•'Their life ‘is hirf'with Christ in God, 
and they become, wly^lly and anew,'born 
of the Holy Ghost, choserPSons of the 
Love of God, and beyond grace and all 
tke actions thereof, they again and again 
annihilate an<J .dissolve themst^es in 
Love; fon-they are God-formed,"and 
become transformed and superformed 
by t l fte •Spirit c oi Qui* Lord ; ‘justf'as the 
glowing iron is superformed and made 
one with the fire. 

As much as is iron, so niuch is fire ; 
and as much as is fire, so much is iron ; 
yet ftie iron, doth nof become <fire, nor 
the fire' iron; but eacE retaineth its 
substance and its nature. . So, likewise, 
the spirit of man doth ,not become God, 
but is God-formed, and knoweth itself 
breadth and length and height and 
depth ; and, as far as G<ftHs God, so far 
is t the loving spirit fhade one with Him 
in love 32 . 
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Showeth forth the Fourth Mode of Loving. 

AND thus the Fourth Mode is a state of 
emptiness, made one with God in bare 
love and in Divine Light, f$ee? and empV 
of -aiyhe observances of Jove, \bove 
actions, and enduring d pur^and simple 
love, which consumeth and annihilateth 
* in itself tfo spirit if a m^n, ^o.thdt he 
forgetteth himself, and knoweth neither 
himself nor God, nor any creature, nor 
aught else*but Love alone, which he 
tasteth and feeleth and* posspsseth in 
simple emptiness* 

He feeleth himself one' fcJreaoin with 
Love, Which is measureless,. compre¬ 
hending all’things, and Itself for ever 
remaining # incomprehensible. 

# He seeth himself *made one with the 
eternal Length, which is immovable, 
without beginning or ending, going before 
and following after all created things. 

99 



100 THE BOOK OF 

-«——-— 

He realiseth himself as uplifted in 
one Height with God, Who ruleth apd 
governeth in Heaven and on ea#h, and 
over all creation. 

He seeth himself also as Depth, and 
uplifted in his superbeing, which is the 
Being 6f God‘ 33 . 

There he fipdeth himself, with God and 
all His saints, one fathomless bliss, 
which, being natural to God, to us is 
!Mper-natural 

T^ samq is above all and bei^svth all, 
being the void foundation that upholdeth 
without a base both God and all created 
things. - Henceforth it is known only by 
its own being; and it is to God a quiet 
and essential knowing, and to us a non¬ 
knowledge that is beyond • our appre¬ 
hension. i Whkn we know and under¬ 
stand, then afe we ble. c 3ed and rpade one 
with Gcd* in love ; but where our know¬ 
ledge failcth, there are we in the bliss of 
rest with God, above oyr created being, 
far outside and beyond our spirit, abroad 
in our super-natural blessedness, ai\d 
in the fathomless abyss that is the Being 
of God, and that shall never more ue 
disturbed by Him or any creature 34 
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And so we realise a distinction and a 
differentiation according to our reason, 
between God and .the Godhead, between 
action and repose. 

The fruitful nature of the Persons, of 
Whom is the Trinity* in Unity and the 
Unity in Trinity, e\er worketh in. a 
livirig differentiation. But; that Simple 
Being of God, according to the nature 
Thereof, is an Eternal Repose of God 
and all created things ; wherein we s'l; 
according to our super-nature, Snjoy 
without differentiation a fathpmless bliss, 
which is natural to God alone and to us 
super-*iatifral; wlrerein jve # are ibove 
our created being, far outside and beyond 
our spirit, abroad in our super-natural 
blessedness,* in the abyss which is hence¬ 
forth known only by its ilton bfjing. 

• And although ve are all k in our £uper- 
nature, above* our created beiag, with 
God in eternal rest and inaotion; we 
are also one w,ith God in the Fruitful 
Trinity of. Persons, living and working 
beyond aM created b%ing. 

We understand that we are One in 
IL&rnal Life with our Heavenly Father, 
Who is our Origin, and hath created *us. 
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We find ourselves also One in living 
Truthcwith His Son, Who is our Arche¬ 
type, in Whom we live,a higher li£e than 
our own, each distinct in creation, fore¬ 
ordained and foreknown in His Eternal 
Wisdom. 

*We Realise •oursf'fves also in the Holy 
Spirit, Thathath loved us front all 
Eternity and hath 'desired* all virtues 
for us, and that we are One with Him 
la Love. 

He^sendeth us forth full of and 
gifts, to fulfil His Will in all goodness 
and virtue, to live after His beloved Will, 
and to follow after Cfhrist to the utmost 
of our understanding and our power. 

Just as the Father hath sent us His 
Son Jesus Christ, to serve us, to live for 
us, and tc die for our sake, so doth Jesus 
Christ His Spn 35 send and v giye unto 
us His Spirit, that we may live one with 
another in love, and in all goodness and 
virtue. So are we His. disciples if we 
keep His law and His commandments, 
abiding‘in mutual love and Royalty" to 
one another; so can ^ve grow and 
perfect ourselves in gvace, in virtue, ana 
in likeness to the Life of Our Lord Jesus 
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Christ; and so groweth in us from mo$e 
to more the Grace of God, and the hunger 
and ttyrst fon virtue and for trutfi, as I 
have already shoWn ip speaking of the 
beginning of the Life of Holiness 3e . 



CHAPTER XV 
« 

Showelh forthf the operation of the Spirit o) 
God within us. 

HENCEFORWARD, as the Spirit of the 
L.ord sendeth ug forth to live good and 
,7irtuoy.s lives, so doth He draw us. also 
to inward observances, entreatifig £nd 
commanding us to thank and praise and 
love jnd honour God (for ever* and, ever, 
as I have taught aforetime. 

And the more we know and love Him, 
the more we delight therein; and in 
this wise we pars beyond the . life of the 
senses* 

.The Spirit bf uur Lord draweth us 
within and showeth us the Face of Love. 
He freeth and emptieth us of ourselves, 
our joys and sorrows, and of all created 
things, a*nd giveth us the fulness of His t 
grace, teaching us a more perfect practice* 
of love, that is a mutual beholdii^ 
between us and God, a mutual tasting 
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and knowing, a pleasing and delighting, 
and a dissolving and overflowing ip love. 
For God giveth Himself to us, but we 
cannot apprehend Him# From Him flow 
forth in us His scattered gifts, in our 
soul and body and heart, in our senses 
and in all our pov&rs. We taste and 
feel#the comfort ana the sweetness of 
His Love. Jjje eattfth and *drinketh with 
us, and we with Him, beyond the under¬ 
standing of our senses. 

Th^ more we eat, the fiercer is our 
longing*; and the more* we drink, the 
greater is our thirst; but it is Love that 
payetlj for*all. 

The gifts of God consume and nourish 
us, for they are themselves both food 
and drink. • They fill up and overflow 
all our vessels ; and yet there remaineth 
jvith us a mystei^ous hunger and thirst, 
in which we long and ga$p format good 
thing that is Love itself, beyond all gifts 
and ijieasui'eless. 

This is the Mode in which the Spirit 
of*God gjveth Himself to us, could we 
hut appreheud^Him. 

^He draweth us also within Himself, and 
entreateth us to be one in love with Hhn. 
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<• For all the words of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ must needs come to pass, and He 
desired and prayed His Heavenly Father, 
that we should bn One with Them, just 
as He, in His Humanity, is One with 
God in love, not by nature, but by grace. 
And He desired a^> that we should he 
wliere He is, that we might see the glory 
and the honour given pirn of His 
Heavenly Father. 

. In these® words thou wilt especially 
obserx% six several points, wherein- is 
found''the most intimate comnfGnipn 37 
between us and God. 




CHAPTER XVI. PAKi i 

Further telleth of man, 

the first is in wtat manner we a« One 

we «re separate from boa w S> 

” Th 6 . thifd is in what mpnnpr we maae 

we abide In ourselves and «... * V 

beyond. w hat manlier we 

Thejiftn point is m V J‘*“ .. 

ate in outsell hungry mid thirsty, 

explanation. ^ 
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< Behold, we are one life in God, in our 
eternal Archetype, beyond our created 
nature. We are also one Humanity, 
which God hath created, and one Human 
nature, wherein He hath impressed the 
image of His Trinity; and which He 
hath assumed from* very Love, so that 
He with us is God and Man. And'‘this 
have all men alike received, <both the just 
and the unjust; for this is the nobility 
and grandeur pi our nature. Yet there- 
-with are we neither holy nor blessed* 
But'wher^ grace and virtue uplift us 
into the still and enjpty repose of our 
spirit*, wherein t God ruleth, there we find 
ourselves 6ne with Him and with all 
saints, and there are we all fulfilled and 
perfected in the Love which is God, the 
beginning, ancr the ending 38 of our 
Eternal Life. 

' And next, we are apart from God, and 
cannot become one, but abide always in 
separation whenever we remain in» our¬ 
selves, each in his own personal life. 
There hath God made us like ta HimsSlf, 
in bare nature, after the»mode of our 
highest powers ; and although this liklr- 
ness which God hath given to us all in 
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our common nature maketh us neither 
holy nor blessed, yet grace and the gifts 
of Go4 which'descend from on high upon 
us, give us a life of virtue, and so God 
liveth in us, and we in Him. 

And thus are we, above our nature, 
like to God, and so we abide liktf Him in 
grace and glory. # 

Hereafter • folloWeth the third Point, 
as to the manner in which we are, 
beyond ourselves, One vfrith*God; and, 
in'ogrselves abide in perpetual likenes? 
to Him/ 

And this is taught us by the stirring 
of God, enlightening our jeas^on, sending 
us forth with the entreaty that we should 
lead a life of virtue, and drawing us in 
with the entreaty that we should be One 
with Him.. 

- And # if Ve render an egual obedience 
to this double Entreaty, we live, according 
to the beloved Will of God. • 

This stirring^ is an eternal and living 
intermediary between us and God, of 
Sifth a kind that ^e abide in perpetual ■ 
likeness within ourselves, and, beyond 
dJPlikeness, One with God. 

Hereafter followeth the fourth Ptiint; 



CHAPTER -XVI. PART 2 

'Showeth forth the fifth and sixth Points. 

HEREAFTER followeth the fifth Point 
that wholly perfecteth us in the observ¬ 
ances of Eternal Love, as I have said 
’before; wherein we, beyond all our 
laboui, are wrought upon by tbe Spirit 
of Our Lord. 

ojrhere^ are we emptied o3 ourselves 
and of every creature, and made One 
with God in Love. But between us and 
God this unity for ever ceaselessly re- 
neweth itself, v 'sirce the Spirit of' God, 
overflowing and indcawing; toucheth 
and stiraeth our spirit, urging us to live 
according to the beloved Will of God, 
and to love Him after His deserving. 

This stirring, that mediateth between 
us and God, we can‘never pass- beyond; 
and what that stirring is.in its essence, 
and what Love is in i&self, we can ne^er 
knbw. Where we exhaust ourselves in 
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labour, there we begin anew, since the 
gifts of God <}o not allow us to las idle. 
The outflowing of .the Holy Spirit maketh 
us rich, and fllleth the vessels of our 
craving with divine gifts, with Ever¬ 
lasting Food, and with Spiritual Drink: 
aTid yet there remairreth with us a'hunger 
and* a thirst and an eternal longing to 
follow after «nd ttf attain to Him Who 
is measureless. 

And this is impossible •for us. And 
therefor^ must we stride, .abiding for" 
evei* at our labour in htinger and thirst. 

And although we f$ed on God, flight 
and day cfaving and desiring Him wkh 
open mouth, yet can* we not apprehend 
Him, nor consume and make Him wholly 
ours 41 ; bu> we must for # ever be striv¬ 
ing, since here, where we have no abiding 
city 42 , Jiunger and thirst and efernal 
longing cannof be silenced. 

And just as God sendeth us forth, with 
all Hfc gifts, tp live according to His 
beloved Will, so His Spirit draweth us 
within, to love Hint after His deserving. 

And His deserving urgeth our spirit 
16 love Him without measure ; for He 
is Himself measureless, and He loveth 

8 
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us with Himself and as He is Himself; 
and His Love is terrible, drawing inwards, 
and consuming all that.it toucheth: And 
we experience those things beyond the 
reason, and there our love is modeless 
and without manner; for we cannot 
know the way of answering His Love,*a 
Love so eager, that It devoureth and fcon- 
sumeth in Itself all that approacheth It. 

Our love must fail before this Love; 
jye cannot Sefend ourselves ; since here 
our love bec/>nqeth quite bare aijd empty 
and inactive. '* • 

. And the Love qf God is a Consuming 
K^e, whicfy draweth us out dc ourselves 
and swalloweth us up in Unity with God, 
where we are satisfied and overflowing, 
find with Him, beyond ourselves, eter¬ 
nally-fulfilled.*" 

Yet in ourselves we abidfe for ever 
hungry,* where we live "in separation, 
loving the law of obedience. f 

And thus are we, beyond ourselves, 
for ever satisfied, with God in Unity; 
and, irf ourselves, “we are 'famished* 
where we love and liver in righteous¬ 
ness. 

And this it is to be satisfied and hungry, 
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to work and to enjoy, and to live in- 
truth. 

Beyond this' is % the sixth Point that is 
Fruition in itself. Thif Fruition of God, 
.nd supernatural fruition of all of us 
vho are One with Hirfi in Love, is a still 
utd glorious and essential Oneness Ije- 
fond the differentiation of ^the Persons ; 
where there neither an outpouring nor 
an indrawing of God ; but the Persons 
are still, and One in Fruitful Love, which 
is th^jr calm and glorious Unity. TfieFe - ' 
all fsfthomless rest j and fruition aad 
joy, and there all lqyin^ spirits, acco^dfjjg, 
to they: super-nature, are one with C£d 
In a blessed Fruitiorl withodt differil- 
tiation. 3 ' 

This Fru^ion of God is a Onenes^d 
Persons, bg,re Repose,, overflowingJjftr! 
iathomlfss* Bliss* the*Crown anj£ Re¬ 
compense of '»Love mdde pyeffe§t./$f 
Eternity. , %' 

Whare we are made one with (fp.tj ’h 
love, by His grace and our good actions 
Inhere eacfi receiveth his special grac 
and glory, according as he deserveth an 
haul earned in grace with the help < 
God ; and there are we all differentiate* 
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and each several one of us receiveth 
grace,*merit, rank, and praise, according 
to the just and wise ordinance of God, 
our Super-nature^ 3 . 

But where we are One with God, with¬ 
out intermediary, 'beyond all separation, 
there is God our* Fruition and His 
own, in an. Eternal and Fathomless 
Bliss. 

Thou must know that, although, in 
ou£ way of se’eing, we give God many 
Names, His, Nature is One in Jhtee 
different Persons; the Father, the JSon, 
and jhe Holy Spirit, One Fruitful Nature 
i* a Trinity of Persons. 

Lo, thus are we to understand, this 
are we to experience, and hereafter are 
we to live, and hereto God created and 
called evgry ofte of us that is ,born 'of the 
seed \>f Adarrj.. But heathenli ajid Jews 
ind all unbelievers who despise that Call 
of God, are therefore accursed; and 
those bad Christians who live in u state 
of mortal sin, and hypocrites passing 
for good men and So living ahd dying, 
are alike reprobate and ,condemned of 
God. Yet Christian men who have ffeen- 
baptised in the Blood of Christ are called 
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and summoned to the Eternal Joy of* 
God. 

But * if we would be received and 
chosen Therefor, we#must be clothed 
with the Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
made one with Hijn, in ourselves, by 
virtue of His Grace and out* good 'actions, 
so that He liveth in us and we in Him, 
in the measure 0? His Grace and the 
holiness of our lives. And, beyond 
ourselves, we must also* be On e^adth 
Godin J,ove and Fruition. 

So are \ye One with* Him f antf so are 
we One Love and Qne Fruition | with 
Him, fulfilled in Everlastyig Bliss. Aifd 
between this likeness which is in us and 
this Oneness which is in God, there 
mediateth the spark of the soul, which 
is the Light and Fire of the H®ly Spirit. 
The Light* showtfth u£ that we are One 
with God in L*ove and in Fruition, and 
like to Him, by His Grace and our virtue ; 
and the Fire burneth and consumeth all 
unlikene^ in us and holdetb us con¬ 
tinually «tn commtmion and in love, 
giving us all pomfort and a foretaste of 
the Glory of God, "and assuring us of our 
Eternal Bliss. 
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They who understand this, who have 
experience thereof, and who live there¬ 
after,—these are the Chosen People. 

May the Father? the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, One True God in Three Persons, 
Who is our Reward and Crown, so grant 
to all o i us. Amen. 




